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BELIEF or Tus GOSPEL 


SAVING FAITH. 


Marx xvi. 15, 16. 


K FE he ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the aworld, and 
3 preach the goſpel to every creature. He that be- 


lieveth, and is baptized, fhall be Jaws; but he that 
believeth not ſpall be damned. 


7 TI words contain part of our Lord's laſt 

'M charge to his apoſtles, when he was juſt about 

| to leave them and aſcend to his Father... The work 

he aſſigns them is to “ preach the goſpel,” i. e. to 

{7 proclaim abroad the glad tidings of ſalvation through 

* his death and reſurrection. They were to “ go in- | 
4 to all the world,” and publiſh it univerſally ““ to 4 
40 every creature, and not confine it to the loſt 
ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, as formerly. But though | 
| he enjoins them to declare the goſpel to all mankind - | 
| without exception, yet he evidently reſtricts the pro- 

miſe of ſalvation to him that believeth: “ He that 

=X * believeth ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth not 

IX © lhall be damned.“ 

3X Since therefore believing i is ablolmely neceſſary to 

The ſalvation, it muſt be of the utmoſt conſequence, as 
well to our ſafety as comfort, to know both what 

A "WE. - 


2 Of Faith in general. 


we are to believe, and what our Lord means by | 
believing. As there are few points about Which 
profeſſing Chriſtians are more divided, and as un- 


certainty in matters of ſuch importance muſt be very iN 
perplexing and diſtrefling to all who have any pro- 
per concern about their ſalvation, I mall 7 


J. Give a view of the nature of faith or belief i in i 
general, 125 


II. Shew what that faith is in particular to which 
the promiſe of ſalvation is made. And, 


III. Prove that it is the indiſpenſible oy of all 
who hear the goſpel. 


I. I am to give a view of the nature of faith or 
belief ia general. In entering upon this, it will be 
neceſſary to obſerve, that the word Faith is ſome- 
times uſed in ſcripture in a metonymical ſenſe. In 
Rom. iii. 3. it is put for the truth or faithfulneſs of 
God to his promiſe; and in Gal. v. 22. it ſignifies 


faithfulneſs or fidelity in men. "Thus faith is put for 
that quality in the object which is the ground of it. 


The goſpel itſelf is frequently termed e faith®, be- 
cauſe it is that which men are called to believe, even 
as hope is put for the object of hope b; and it is 
common enough at this day to call the ar ticles of a 
man's faith bis belief, or creed. 

But neither our text, nor the greater part of the 
paſſages where this word occurs, will admit of either 


of the forementioned ſenſes. Faith or belief, in the 
common and ordinary acceptation of the word, is 


that 


2 Soe Accs vi. 7, ch. xxiv, 24. Gal. i. 23. Philip. i. 27. Jude 
enn b Rom, vili. 28. 


=. 74 1 


of Faith in general. ll 


that credit which we give to the truth of any thing 
which is reported, teſtitied, promiſed or threatened, 
and is grounded either on the veracity of the ſpeaker, 


or on the proofs and evidence by which his words 


are confirmed. When we are convinced that what 
a man ſays is true, or when it ſtands as a truth in our 
mind, then we are faid to have faith in him, or to 
believe his word. £ 

5ome have allerted, that “ #275 and belief are two 
« very different principles.” Yet all who can read the 
Engliſh New Teſtament, may eaſily ſee, that theſe 
words are uſed indifferently as converuble terms, 
which ſignify one and the ſame thing ©; and ſuch as 
have the ſmalleſt acquaintance with the original, muſt 
know that theſe two Engliſh words have but one 


anſwering to them in the Greek, viz. (mir) Piſtis, 


which comes of the verb (mw) peithe, to perſuade. 
or convince z ſo that there is not the leaſt founda- 
tion for this alledged ditference. 

Many aflirm, that the apoſtles uſed the word faith 
or belief when connected with ſalvation, in a ſenſe 
very different from that which it bears in common 
diſcourſe. But if this is the caſe, how ſhall we find 
out its true meaning with any certainty ? Is it by 
conſulting the numerous definitions given of it in 
modern religious books? Alas! theſe are fo various, 
contradictory, and many of them fo perplexed and 


unintelligible, that they only increaſe the difliculty ; 


for when men, without neceſſity, depart from that 


fixed ſenſe in which the word is univerſally under- 


ſtood in other caſes, a door is opened upon this ſub- 
3 P P 
ject for every whim that may chance to ariſe in their 


8 Compare Mark xi. 22. with ver. 23, 24. and Rom. iv. 3. 
with ver. 5. and chap. x. 14, 16. with ver. 17. Gal. ii. 16. 


4 Of Faith in generol. 


brain, wherein they can never be ſuppoſed to agree 


among themſelves. The apoſtles uſed great plain- 
neſs of ſpeech, as was ſuitable to the ends of their 
miſſion ; and therefore we cannot reaſonably admit, 
that, in a matter of ſuch importance, they would uſe 
a term in one ſenſe which they knew was univerſally 
underſtood in another, without, at leaſt, carefully 
explaining, upon every occaſion, the new idea they 
had affixed to it, in order to prevent miſtakes. Vet 
we do not find them dealing much in deſcriptions of 
faith or belief, but in general uſing the term in ſuch 
a manner as if they ſuppoſed it well underſtood; 


neither do we ever find any aſking them what they 


meant by it, We cannot account for this but npon 
the ſuppoſition, that their hearers underſtood them 
as uſing that term in its common and uſual accepta- 
tion; and that they themſelves meant ſo to be under- 
ſtood. 

The general nature of faith or belief a ever be 
the ſame, whatever difference there may be in its de- 
gree, objects or effects. It may be weak or ſtrong, 
according to the degree of perceived evidence; it may 


have God or men, things heavenly or earthly, for its 


objects; it may produce different effects upon the heart 
and life, according to the different natures or qualities 
of theſe objects; but the nature of faith or belief itſelf, 
is ſtill the ſame in all caſes. The belief of God's 


teſtimony may be termed divine faith, and the belief 
of mens teſtimony human faith ; but the former is il- 
luſtrated by the latter, as being of the ſame general 


nature; © If we receive the witneſs of men, the 


« witneſs of God is greater d.“ We know that to 


receive the witneſs of men, is to believe them to be 


0 1 Jchm v. * * 


faithful 


* 

1 | 

Fiithfu 
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Futhful and true in what they teſtify; and there i; 
50 other way of receiving the Divine teſtimony; fur 


4 he that hath received his (Chriſt's) teſtimony, hath 
> „ ſt to his ſeal, that God is true*.” There is in- 
[ule reed a wide difference in the objects: In the former 
1 = : 
ally raſe we believe men; in the latter God; and as the 
ully witneſs of God is greater than that of men, ſo it 
hey *Fought to be received with the higheſt degree of faith, 
Vet ſbecauſe it is impoſſible with God either to be decelv- 
b of ed himſelf, or to deceive his creatures; but ſtill the 
uch bigheſt _—_— of faith is nothing more than belief. 
od; L The only formal definition of faith which we have | 
wt ia the word of God, is in theſe words: “ Now faith. 
823 I js the (gesααν,ͤ confidence * of things hoped for, 
em 40 the (:2:4;,04;) conviction + of things not ſeen *. 
”— I A3 This 
cr. 
he TER uToF&ot, which our tranſlators render ſubRance, 13” 
be 1 frequently uſed by the Seventy fo expreſs confidence, or confidence 55 
"7 $ expectation, as in Ruth i, 12. Pſal. Xxxix. 7. Ezck. xix. 5. It or- 
le- , 3 curs only five times in the New 'Teſtamer.t, in three of which it i; 
o, 8 tranſlated confidence, as in 2 Cor. ix. 4. ch. xi. 17. Heb. ui. 14. and 
ay 19 - | I can fee no reaſun why it ſhould be otherwiſe rendered here in a 
12 2 definition of faith. Indecd the tranſlators themſelves ſeem to have 
| ay "i been ſenſible of this, and have trar ſlated it confidence in the margin, 
rt © + The word A, which they have tranſlated evidence, is ne- 
es ver ſo rendered any where elle in the New Teſtament. It is tranſ. 
75 lated ref in 2 Jim. iii 16, but then it ſignifies ſuch reproof as 
3 1 produceth convidtion in the mind, and ſo its verb 8azy%w is render- 
| ed convince, as in John viti. 9. Acts xviil. 28. I Cor. xiv. 24. Tit. i. 9, 
F James ii. 9. Jude ver. Is, as it ought alſo to be in John xvi. 8, 
— Though the word alſo ſignifies the evidence, prof, or argument which 
| FX preduceth couviction, yet, in a definition of faith or belief, it mult 


ſignify evidence as exiſting in the mind in a way of conviction. Be- 
ſides, the words vTo*<ai; nd, οννννά˙G are ſufficiently explained by 
a variety of ſynonimous expreſſions in the illuſtration of this: d- fy 
nition of faith through the ſucceeding part of the chapter, all ub: 

are expreſſive of the confident e and conviction of the 
mind. See ver. 6, 11, 13, 19, &c. 


e John ili. 33. f Heb, xi. I, 
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truths or objects preſented to the mind by theſe 


6 Scripture Definition of Faith. 


This definition is not only plain and rational, but a. 
grees exactly with all that the ſcripture ſays on the 
ſubject. Here the nature of faith is expreſſed by the 
two words confidence and conviction, and its object; L 


are things hoped for, things not ſeen. Things hoped 


for moſt be future good things, otherwiſe they could 
pot be the objects of hope; and they muſt alſo be 
things revealed and promiſed, otherwiſe they could Y 
neither be the objects of faith nor hope. Now the A 
confidence that is in faith, as diſtinguiſhed from hope, 5 
is evidently a confidence of perſuaſion, founded on 
God's power and faithfulneſs, that the good things 


he hath promiſed are realities, and ſhall be accom- 


pliſhed, or conferred, according to the tenor of the 
promiſe : and ſo this confidence is explained to be a 
judging him faithful who hath promiſed s- a per/ua- = 


fon of the promiſes h, i. e. of the truth of thema 


full perſuaſion that what God hath promiſed, he is Z 


able alſo to perform i.— Again, faith is here defined 3 


the conviction of things not ſcen. Things not ſeen are 
more comprehenſive than things hoped for. They == 


include not only things promiſed, but things teſti» 


fiedjz not only good things to be hoped for, but 
evil things to be dreaded*; not merely future things, 
bat alſo things paſt and preſent'. It is, however, 
common to them all that they are things not ſeen; 


for it is only unſeen things that can properly be the 


objects of faith, and hence faith is oppoſed to ght m. 
Though faith cometh by the ear in hearing the word 
of God , and alſo by the eye in reading it ®; yet the © 


means 

8 Heb. ii. 11. h Ver 13. i Rom. iv. 27. 
j John iii. 33. 2 Theſſ. i. 10. k Heb. xi. 5. Ver 3, 6. 
0 2 Cor. v. 7. 1 Pet. i. 8. © Rom. x. 17, Acts xvii. 11, 12. 


* 


— — — — — — * 2 


Scripture Definition of Faith. 7 


but a. 3 eans are ſtill things not ſcen, and as ſuch only are 
n the they the objects of faith, or fall properly within its 
dy the province. Things which we know by nature, rea- 
jects Zn or experience, without revelation, are not the 


oped proper objects of faith. Divine faith reſpects divine 


could revelation, and is a conviction of the truth of what- 


| + 1 | 
ſo be ever God is pleaſed to reveal. Though the ſuperna- 


7»; 
; "IG 


1 
could 1 


the vered by our reaſon, yet when wwe perceive them to 


zope, pe a revelation from God, nothing can be more rea- 
on ponadle than to believe them; becauſe his nature and 
ings perfections afford the higheſt evidence of their truth, 
and reaſon muſt neceſſarily aſſume it as a firſt prin- 
= ciple, that it is impoſſible with God to lie. The con- 
l dition that is in faith, therefore, is not a blind enthu- 
© faaſtical fancy, or the effect of weak credulity, but a 
conviction founded upon the moſt rational evidence. 
Thus we may ſee how faith and reaſon harmonize. 


nuouſly maintain, that it is ſomething more than 
belief; ſome motions or actings of the will and 
affections; and when we attend to all they have 
to ſay on this ſubject, we ſhall find (in ſo far as 


very nature every good diſpoſition and affection 
of the heart. It is freely granted, that when a 


man really believes, his mind will be affected with 


tion he has of their nature and qualities, or the 
concern he has in them. If what he believes ap- 


excite his hatred, averſion, or fear; but if it ap- 


tural truths of revealed religion could not be diſco- 


Many confound faith with its effects, and ſtre- 


they ſpeak intelligibly) that they include in its 


the objects of his belief, according to the percep- 


pear to him evil, difagreeable, or hurtful, it will 


pear to him excellent, amiable, or beneficial, it will 
2 draw 
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8 Miftckes about Path, 


draw forth his eſteem, love, defire, hope, or joy, 2 
But theſe diſpoſitions, paſſions and affetions, evi- 
dently ſappoſe the previous perception and belief ok! 
| what excites them, and ſo are not faith itſelf, but itz 
effects. Though faith is the confidence of things hoped . 
fer, and alſo worketh by love; yet it is neither 
hope nor love, for the apoſtle diſtinguiſhes it 
x from both; “ And now abideth faith, hope, love, 
| c theſe TREE.“ Noah, by faith in God's warn: 3 
| 
' 


* 


ing reſpedting the deluge, was moved with fear to 
| prepare the ark 4; yet this fear was not faith, but 
| X the effect of it. I may add, that faith wrought 
| with Abraham's works, and by worn, was faith 


A made perſechr; yet his faith was not works, either in 
1 whole or in part; but is always diſtinguiſhed from, 


| | and frequently oppoſed to, all works of any kind“. 
| In order to ſnew that faith is ſomething more than 
belief, a number of abſurd diſtin tions have been 
| made nie of upon this ſubject. Many diſtinguiſh 
1 the belief of the head from the belief of the heart, as 
it a man cculd perceive a thing to be true with his 
head, whilft in his heart he holds it to be falſe. If 
they mean by this to diſtinguiſh faith from love, the 
terms are improper, for love is not belief, but an 
alfection of the heart; nor is it from the belief of 
"the head, but from the confeſſion of the mouth, that 
the apoſtle diſtinguiſheth the belief of the heart *. 
It is common to diftinguith true faith from a hiftori- 
[| cal faith, as if there could be any true faith without 
believing the goſpel hiſtory. The goſpels written by 
the four Evangeliſts contain the hiſtory of ' Chriſt's 
incarnation, life, doctrine, miracles, death, reſur- 
j WS 
| p Cor. xiii. 13. Heb. xi. 7. r James il. 22. 
$ Rom, iii. 28. ch. iv. 4, 5. | Row, x. 9, 10. 
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 Miflakes about Faith. 9 
or joy. © Frettion, and aſcenſion, and one of the Evangeliſts 
tells us the deſign of this hiſtory : “ "Theſe are writ- 
(4 ten that ye might BELIEVE that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
a 9 « the Son of God, and that believing ye might 
e have LIFE through his name u.“ Surely that be- 
1 lief which has liſe connected with it, muſt be true 
faith. A diſtinction is alſo made between believing 
he doctrine of the goſtel, and receiving the perſon of 
| Chriſt, as if Chriſt's perſon was not the ſubject of 


Vari 5 : : 
the goſpel doctrine, or as if we could receive Chriſt 


R N 
3 5 Ss 3 4 
8 Re: 2b 5; 2 e 2 


eB F in any other way than by believing that. doctrine. 
aght John ſays, “ As many as received him, to them gave 
1 "2 « he power to become the ſons of God,” which 
rin T8 7eceiving he explains in the following words, “ even 
om, * to them that BELIEVE on his name *; for ano- 
ids, ther apoſtle ſays, “ Ye are all the children of God 
hen © by FAITH in Chriſt Jeſus? ;” and it is plain, that 
cen to receive him, or believe on his name, is to believe 
iſh the doctrine of the goſpel concerning him; for “ he 
292 e that abideth in the doctrine of Chriſt, he hath 
his & both the Father and the Son :.“ The ſame 
If thing, I apprehend, is meant by the diſtinction which 
he they make between believing the Son, and believing 
an , or on him. The former phraſe, they imagine, 
of does not fully expreſs true faith, but the latter al- 
8 ways does. But this is a miſtake. To believe the 
f $1 is to “ receive his teſtimony, and ſet to our ſeal 
1 „that God is true *,” which is certainly true faith. 
A Believing in or on him is ſometimes expreſſive of an 
7 eſſentially defectiyve and temporary faith; ſo it is 
4 ſaid that 0 many believed IN his name, what they 
1 fn law 
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Jahn! ili. 33 · 


ein. zr. John 3 LI, Gal. iii. 26, 2 2 John ver. 9. 85 
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% ſaw 55 Macles which he did. But Jeſus did n not 
% commit himſelf unto them, becauſe he knew all 
« men b.“ Again, it is ſaid, “ As he ſpake theſe words 
“ many believed on him, Then ſaid Jefus to thoſe 1 
& Jews who believed on him,“ c.. Yet from WW 
what follows it appears that they were inſenſible of 
their bondage to fin, and ignorant of the truth which 


is not the ſame thing as to believe on them, becauſe | 
the apoſtles did not preach themſelves ; but as Chriſt | 
is the ſubject of his own teſtimony, it is eaſy to {cc | 
that to believe him and to believe on him are expreſ- 
ſions of the ſame import; and accordingly they are 
uſed indifferently as to him, “ He that believeth on Fu 
% the San hath everlaſting life, and he that believetl E 
* 7%, the Sen ſhall not fee life e.“ | K 
x Some deſcribe faith to be“ an inward principle of 
« grace implanted in the heart by the operation of 
„the Spirit, ſeparate from, and previous to the 
« knowledge of the word of God.” But it is im- 
poſſible to conceive what is meant by ſuch a princi- 
ple of grace as this. It cannot be any ſentiment re- 
ſpecting Chriſt or his ſalvation, ſince it is ſuppoſed 
to be previous to the knowledge of the word of God, 
wherein alone he is revealed. Nor can it be any di/- 
Pojſition or affefion of mind towards Chriſt, for the 
mind cannot be affected with any object of which it 
tas no knowledge. This myſterious principle 13 
ſuppoſed to be implanted in the heart by the opera- 
tion of the Spirit : But the Holy Spirit is the Spirit 
of the truth, and op erates upon the mind not phyſi- 
: cally, 


d John i. 23, 24. © Chap. vii. 30, 32. d Ver. 32, 33. 
e John iii. 36. 


Miſtakes abcut Faith. 11 
5 wly, or abſtract from the word, but by means of i it, 
d not Manghtening the underſtanding in its doctrine, and 
w all 5 KiM the will by its motives; ſo that the word 
vords Mieelf is the very principle implanted in the heart by 
thoſe -# he Spirit fo Men are born of the Spirit, but it is by 
from Me incorruptible feed of the word 8. It is of his own 
le of vill that God begets men to the faith, but it is 4vith 
hich e word of truth en; for faith cometh by hearingy.\- 
oſtles and hearing by the word of Gedi. To ſuppoſe, | 
cauſe therefore, that the Spirit implants a principle of : 
hilt race (as it is called) in the heart, without the word, i 
o ke or previous to any knowledge of it, is ehrogethir 1 
preſ. FEvointelligible and unſcriptural ; it makes the word „ = 
are God of little conſequence, opens a flood-gate for A 
5 „ @&vwild enthuſiaſm, and lets aſide the ſcripture rule for 
erh Miiltioguiſhiog the Spirit of truth from the ſpirit of 


Ecrr or Kk. | 
Many zealouſly contend that faith is an appropria- 
tion of Chriſt, 7. e. a perſuaſion that Chriſt and his 


le of 


F att ns ESD 


bog rr 2 — — 


1 of 

the ſalration is mine, that he loved me, and gave him- A 
im- ſelf for ne, Gc. That real Chriſtians have ground 90 
nci- to believe their intereſt in Chriſt, that the knowledge 1 
re- Pof this is attainable, ought to be ſought after, aud it 


is attained by many, is freely granted: But true 
faith, whatever it be, is required of all men; and 
hat ground have all the hearers of the goſpel 

3 to believe that Chriſt is theirs ? The general declara- 
4 tian © that Chriſt came to ſave ſnners,” will not 
2 warrant ſuch a belief, either upon the {ſcheme of u- 
niverſal or particular redemption. Not upon the #- 
4 niverſal ſcheme z for, according to that, Chriſt came 
. 95 to 
1 f Mat. xiii. 23. John xv. 7. « James i. 21. 1 Pet. i. 23. 
= ! John ii. 14, 24. Ch. ii. 9. 8 John i lu. 5. I Pet. i. 23. 
mes i, 18. i Rom. x. 17. K Ita, vüi. 20. I John iv. 6, 
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e word to mankind ſinners as ſuch, and that this 1 


_ — — A — — — — — A 


he alfo with him freely giveth all things, abundance 4 


ther affirmed, „ that God commands all who hear ff 


4 ſyres them of ſucceſs in their appropriating Chriſt.” “ 
But there is no ſuch command in all the word of 
God. All are indeed commanded to believe the ls 0 


| believeth this; but all are not commanded to believe 
that Chriſt is theirs. This would be to command many 
to believe a lie; for it is not true of all who hear 


ing this, convert it into a truth. God does not com- 
mand men to believe any thing without evidence, 


© | Miflakes about Faith. 


to ſave many ſinners, who ſhall never be ſaved byl wv! 


him. Nor upon the particular ſcheme ; for if Chi 1 
did not come to ſave every individual Suna of man. i Wi: ” 
kind (which he certainly did not) this declaration or 
does not by itſelf aſſure any that they are among the W fait 


number he came to ſave.— It is alledged, * that 3 
« God hath made an univerſal grant of Chriſt in the 


« warrants every one to believe he is theirs.” But de 
_allowing this to be true, yet as it is owned that this | . ere 
ſuppoſed grant made to all does not actually convey | = 
Chriſt but to ſome, it can nevergrarrant all the hearers 
of the goſpel to believe that he is theirs. To ſup- 
poſe that Chriſt is given to any who reap no ſaving 8 


benefit from him, is not very honourable to the Sa- 


viour. God gives his Son to none but thoſe to whom 


of grace, the gift of righteouſneſs, and eternal life * ; 
for © he that hath the Son hath life +.” It is fur- thu: 


ce the goſpel to believe that Chriſt is theirs, and aſ- "'» 


goſpel, or the teſtimony of God concerning his: Son, 
and the promiſe of ſalvation is made to whoſoever 


the goſpel that Chriſt is theirs ; ; Nor can their beliey- 


and 


* Rom, viii. 32. chap, v. 17, 21. 1 John v. 12, 


Effect 'of theſe Miſiakes. 13 


which is not true in itſelf whether they believe 
or not. 

It would be almoſt endleſs to take notice of every 
Jardiy which has been advanced upan the ſubject 


ious rendency. W hen men conceive faith to be a 
iaciple wrought in the heart by the Spirit, abſtract 


in the ; act 
E chi; m the word, it will lead them to look with- 
But MW Ren for the operation of ſome ſpirit, very 


ve * 4 : 
Aarers 7» 
ſup-⸗ M0 
aving 3 
> 8a. Peir hope, and prevent them from raking any com- 


hom r from the word, till they find, or rather fancy 


lance © A hey find, this myſterious principle wrought in them, 


fe *, 


. 
Lats 
I2 
bd 
[ 8 * 
uU * 2 7 


kar þ 
d aſ- 
rift,” | 
d of | 
the 
Son, 
ever 
lieve 
nany 
hear 
lie v- 
OM» 
nce, 
and 


K 4 nerent from the Spirit of the truth who ſpeaks in the 


Mriptures, whoſe work is to guide into all truth, to 
t nity of Chriſt, and to take of his, and ſhew it un- 
us!. 

Finciple, in the firſt inſtance, as the main hinge of 


"Fbich after all is nothing but a principle of blind 
| or ſelf-conceit. 


4 q ood diſpoſitions and vigorons exertions of the mind, 
limits the extent, and clouds the immediate free- 


4 ss of divine grace to the chief of ſinners, by con- 


ning it to ſuch as are ſuppoſed to be better quali- 
ed thap others. It ſets the goſpel ground of hope 
n diſtance from the ſelf- condemned, who cannot 
nd fach good diſpoſitions in themſelves, and puts 
1 em upon ſtriving to attain them, or to exert ſome 
| Wis, in order to be juſtified. The conſequence is, 
er they either fall into deſpair after much fruitleſs 

our, or if t they obrain tome fuftuatiog peace in 
T this 
1 Jobs XW. 13, 14. 


faith; but thoſe already hinted at have a very per- 


It will make them ſeek after this inward 


| On the other hand, when faith is confounded 
ith its effects, and made to conſiſt of a number of 


bad tendency; for to make it the duty of all i 


Reet of ne Miftaker. J E 


4] 2 1 
9 = 
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this way, it is not founded on what they believe coll 
cerning Chriſt, but upon a better opinion of ef 
ſelves, or of the diſpoſitions and actings of hell N 
minds towards him; and in this caſe, it makes lin 


odds whether they call theſe things ac of faith 


| 200 of the laav, or whether they thank God or * * 


ſelves that they are not as other men are. There WM 
ſurely a wide difference between believing, 9 14 
« God will juſtify only ſuch as are well 0 
« and properſy quaſiſied,“ and believing, *© That if 
« juſtifies the ungodly freely by his grace, cron 7 
« the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt u.“ AY 
the effects of theſe two faiths are equally differen 
| The former leads a man to ſeek relief to his gu 1 


conſcience and peace with God, from ſomething f 3 


be wrought in him, or done by him. The lat YN 
leads a man directly to the character and work © 
Chriſt, as the ſole foundation of his hope and ii 
with God. * 

The doctrine of appropriation is alſo 1 2 vel 


believe in the firſt inſtance that Chriſt is theirs, bull 
up many in the belief of a lie inſtead of the tru 
eſtabliſhes preſumption upon principle, and 0 
in conſcience itſelf to be a friendly ſupporter of {cls 
deceit. And as it leads them to expect no beg 
from the belief of the truth without a good opiri 
of their own ſtate, fo when the appropriating = 
hath ſupplied them with that, it ſuperſedes the 9 
ceſſity of working out their own ſalvation with ſes 1 
and trembling, and of giving diligence to make the 1 
calling and election ſure, as the ſcripture directs b 1 i 
Hevers. This they conſider as legal, and cannot «Mi 


m. Rom. tit, 400 ch. iv. J. 


ads. end ſeving Faith, 15 


% On the other Hand, ſuch a view of faith is 
ry diſcouraging to many ofthe real children of God, 
u though they believe the goſpel; eſteem Chriſt 
ecious, and would not quit their hope in him for. 
be world; yet are not ſo eaſily ſatisfied as to their 
Nn particular intereſt, which requires the teſtimony 
f conicience both to their faith and its fruits. But. 


or 5 


There! e 1 


«c 
| LY is time I ſhould. now proceed to ſhow, 
«That II. What that faith is in particular to which be 
three Promiſe of ſalvation is made. 
% 4% II has already been (hewn, that faith in its nature 
oer eſſence, as diſtinguiſned from every other fruit of 


„che Spirit, is neither more nor leſs than belief, and 


thi no 
Cod hath revealed in his word, and that upon his 


he las 
Wor 94 owa authority. But as the promiſe of ſalvation is 
nd Pen not made to the belief of every truth, nor even to- 


; ö the belief of many ſcripture truths; and as it is im- 
a ve poſſible to diſtinguiſh one faith from another by any 
f all ri in the nature of believing, that being the 
„ built ſame in all caſes; therefore ſaving faith muſt be diſ- 
5 truth finguiſhed from every other by its object, and its . 
"2 755 Its 9bje# is what we have at preſent to do with, 
eh 3 for herein lies the radical difference, and from this 
i derives all the importance and efficacy aſcribed to 
it. Faith cannot ſo much as exiſt without an object, 
for when nothing is believed, there can be no belief. 
It faves in no other way than as it reſpects a ſaving 
object; and all its influence upon the heart and life 
is, properly ſpeaking, the influence of the truth be- 
lieved. Therefore, in ſpeaking of that faith to 
W_ the promiſe of ſalvation is made, we mult 
wy the queſtion about the nature and manner of be- 
15 52 5 
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that divine faith in general is the belief of whatever 


— 


rr * 4 * 
a — 7 —ů 
= —— ee OR —— dd *. 4 


 hevio g 


ng 
—— 
. 


— 
” 


16 Of true and ſaving Faith. 


lieving, and inquire what it is that men are called 0 | 
believe unto their ſalvation. ” 1 
On this head the words of our text give us A , 
I cient information: * Go ye mto all the world 6» I | 
« Chrift) and preach the Gos EI. to every crea- ; 
* ture. He that believeth”—Believeth what? What MN 
elſe but the Gos pEI., which, in the words imme- | 1 
diately preceding, he commands them to preach ? As 
« faith cometh. by hearing, and hearing by the word 
&« of God,” i. e. the goſpel n, ſo the very deſign of 
publiſhing the goſpel was, that men of all nations 
might hear and believe it; for it was according to 
« the commandment of the everlaſting God made 
© known unto all nations for the obedience of t 
faith.“ This was allo the end of writing it; 2 
« 'Theſe are witten that ye might believe that Jeſus 
« is, the Chriſt the Son of God ?; for as this truth 8c 
is the great ſubject of the goſpel Nile ſo to be- 
lieve it is to believe the goſpel. When the goſpel 
at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord in per- 
fon, it was that which he expreſsly called men to 
belie re; © The time is fulfilled (ſays he), and the FRY 
* kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and be- 
„ lieve the goſpel a.“ The apoſtles, in purſuance f 
their commiſſion, © teſtified the Goſpel of the grace 
« of God",” and true faith is deſcribed to be a belief 
of their teſtimony. Paul, having ſtated the goſpel |? 
which he had preached unto the Corinthians, adds, 
« fo we preach, and fo ye believed,“ z. e. ye be-. 
lieved the doctrine which we 5 It is need- Bt ; 
leis to multiply citations on ſo plain a point; the 
whole 


n Rom. x. 16, 17. „ Rom. xvi. 26, P John xx. 31. 
9 Mark i. 15. Acts xx 24. 2 Theſſ. L 10. 
1 Cor, xv. 11. 1 | : | 


0% Frite es rote: Huth. 17 


1 hole New Teſtament clearly demonſtrates, that it 
18 uff. che goſpel which men are called to believe... And 
d Ga 3 is the goſpel is the ſubject matter of true faith, ſo it 


7 crea. s called the one faith, the faith once delivered to the 


Wha 1 Eints, the faith of God's elect 1 and all who wy 


h ? 48 T polttes v. 


word 3 But here it may be allied, „ What: is the goſpel? To N 


gn of this I anſwer, The goſpel. is the glad news of the 
ationg fulfilment of the Old Teſtament prophecies in the 
ng to coming, life, death, reſurrection, and exaltation of 
made the Son of God, and of the ſalvation which he hath 
e of | Y I Yebereby obtained for ſinners of all nations. It is the 
g it; Jberelation of the ſovereign free grace and love of 
0e God towards a guilty periſhing world, in giving his 
ruth | = begotten Son to die for the offences of men, and 
> be. | 3 in raiſing him again from the dead for their juſtifica · 


ſpel I tion, that whoſoever believeth in him might not pe-- 
per- riſh, but have everlaſting life x. The goſpel is a wit- 
1 to ness, record, or teſtimony. concerning Chriſt and his 
the | 1 ſal vation“, and is termed © the witneſs of God which 
be- „ he hath teſtified of his Son 2.“ Now that Which 


e of | 2 © he hath teſtified of him is briefly this, © This is my 
ace © beloved Son in whom I am well-pleaſed*,” © and 
lief © this is the record, That God bath given to us, (i. e. 


pe! ( to all who believe) eternal life; and this life is in his 
ds, 80nd.“ The truth of this teſtimony he hath de- 
e- 4 monſtrated by railing him from the dead and glori- 
d. bing him; for hereby he declared him bis Son with: 
he Me Power e, and ſhewed in the cleareſt manner that he 
le 85 „ was 
. Eph. iv g. Jude ver. 3. Tit. i. 1 * Pet. i. 1. 
= | 5 * John iii. 14—19. Rom. iv. 24, 25. Y' John iii. 33. 
Ads xxii. 18. 1 Cor. i. 6. 2 Tim. i. 8. Rev. i. 2, 9. ch. xii. 17. 

ch. Aix. 10. 2 1 John v. 9, 10. a Mat. iti, 17 
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18 Of true and ſaving Faith. 


was well-pleaſed in him, and in his atoning merit * 


bonn 
for dur fins, for he raiſed him again for our juſtifia- men 
> tion: hereby alſo he exhibited in Chriſt, as the fir "kg 


fruits of them that ſlept, that ezernal life which ii Hanec 
gives unto thoſe who believe, for it is that life whici|i | enly 
# in his Son as raiſed from the dead. The preach. Wer \ 
ing of the goſpel by the apoſtles, was their declaring 
or making known this teſtimony of God, with its im- 
port and evidencef. They preached © that Jefin 1 fl. 
„the Son of God ©,” or the Word made fleſh, Golf 
manifeſted in the Aſh». hb, They teſtified and Peel 7 
« that he is he Chriſti,“ or the anointed; prophet 
prieſt, and king that was promiſed'*. They de 
_ clared © how that Chriſt died for our ſins, accord 
ing to the ſcriptures; and that he was buried), 
and that he roſe again the third day, accord. 8 
- © ing to the ſcriptures ;“ and that when he had 5 
thus by himſelf purged our ſins, he ſat down on 
the right hand of the Majeſty on high, where hb: 
reigns as king and Lord of all, and officiates as a 
merciful and faithful High-prieſt over the houſe of 
God, who is able to- ſave them to the uttermoſt that . 
come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make L 
interceſſion for them w. They alſo teſtified, «that r 
« it is he who was ordained of God to be the judge 3Z 
« of quick and dead“. This is a brief ſketch of * 
the glorious goſpel of the grace of God, the word of 4 3 
faith which the apoſtles preached, aad which is to 1 
. . N 5 be 


d Rom, iv. 25. 0 John xiv, 19. 1 John i. 1 2. f 5 Cor, + 
hi. 1. 2 Pet. i. 16—19 x Jahn i. x—4. ch. iv. 14, 15. 8 Ads 
in. 20. k ſohn i. 14. 1 Tim. iii. 16. i Acts ix. 23. 1 

Lee k AQts, iii. 22. Heb, v. 6. Ads ii. 
n. Cor. . 3 „ v Had. l. 3. Aas x 38. 
ob vii. 258. n Acts x. 42. | | 
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found at large in their writings; and this is what 
men are called to believe. 


acrifice F * 
ſtificrf b 
he fri 
ich 1.0 + 
which 0 
breach. f 
claring i 

1 


30 
; 


Senly and plainly declared in the goſpel z. or, in 
her words, that the belief of the goſpel teſtimony 

true and /aving faith. And here again the words 
its im. our text are ſufficiently plain and expreſs. Our 
Jeſus 1 4 I bord having commanded his apoftles “ to-preach 
„ God! 


<> 
3 


believeth (viz. the goſpel) s ALL BE SAVE D.“ 


to be believed, but that al vation is the conſequencs 


ccord. If believing it. Salvation is only connected with 
uried, Þ ue faith; but it is connected with the belief of the 
ecord. i Foſpel; therefore that belief muſt be true faith. This. 


e had Wagle text, although there were not another to tlie 


vn o 
re he 
as a 5 
we o 
that 
make | 
| that 


me purpoſe in the whole Bible, ſufficiently proves 
Fe point. But as many affirm, in direct oppoſition. 


F:quenee as to ſalvation, I ſhall produce ſome other. 
4 Fre which are equally deciſive on this head. 
It has been already obſerved; that the goſpel is 


br of 8 eſtimony of God, of Jeſus, of the Spirit, and of the 
rd of 4 5 poſtles. Now eternal life is connected with the be- 
i o lief of this teſtimony, which therefore muſt be true 


de 3 3 aith; „ If we receive the witneſs of men, the wit- 
* neſs of God is greater; for this is the witneſs of 
“God which he hath teſtified of his Son. He that 


As ie believeth on the Son of God hath the witneſs in 
. » 
5. 1 40 himſelf; he that believeth not God hath made 


© him a liar, becauſe he believerh not the record 
« that 


What remains now is to (hew, that ſalvation i: 
anected with the belief of that truth which is. 


the Gos p EL to every creature,” adds, „He that 


o this, that the belief of the goſpel is of little con- 


1 frequently held forth under the notion of a teflimony, 
ble ö way or record concerning Chriſt; and it is the 


+ 


his clearly ſhews not only that it is the goſpel which 
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1 | Dre C 
1+ that God gave of his Son. And this is the ref Bf Go 
« cord, That God hath given unto. us-cternal life Hon, 
* and this life is in his Son. He tliat haththe 8 5: 
rc hath life; and he that hath not the Son of Gol 
Tit. « hath not life 9.” It can admit of no doubt 10 
wo this teſtimony is the: goſpel with its evidence, for we 
iii. apoſtle terms the goſpel which he preached, Ie 72/1 
| | mony of Ged ®, and it is only in the goſpel that we F his 
| have the teſtimony of the Divine Three that Jef 
| is the Son, of God. Faith is here expreſſed in va 
e rious ways, according as it relates to the teitimony,, 
I the teſtifier, or the ſubject of the teſtimony, ſuch as, 
1 receiving the witneſs of God, believing on the Son of 
| God, having the witneſs in ourſelves, having the be hi 
Son, Oc. all which mean the ſame thing, viz. che 7 on 
belief of the goſpel threugh the Spirit. To receive} Lore 
the teſtimony of the golpel is to believe God, be Sim, 
cauſe he is the teſtifier ; : it is © the witneſs of God.” as 
To believe God in the goſpel teſtimony is to beliecel Jieve 
an the Son of God, becauſe the Son is the ſubject of . . 
that teſtimony; it is © the record that God gave of A ion 
« his Son. He that believeth on the Son of God] rin 
6 huth the witneſs in himfelf ;” for by the Spirit of the] I 
truth he now underſtands and perceives the import, z 
evidence, ſuirableneſs, and excellency of the teſtimo- 7 
ny concerning Chriſt in the goſpel, and has joy aud 
peace from it, and. fo that witneſs or word of faith, 
is in his heart believing it 4.. “ He that hath the Sn, 
is he who believeth the doctrine of the goſpel teſti- 5 * 
mon concerning him; for © he that abideth in the 
„ doctrine of Chriſt, he hath both the Father aud Ned 
1 « the Son". ?” Ag therefore to believe the golpet is * 
| te 


ö : ; E 1 
9 1 + Joby v. 9=-13, P Cor. ii. r.. 2 Rom, 1. 6, 9. a 
J Jahn, ver. 9. | | 
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+ Þ receive the-witneſs of God, to believe on the Son 
the roll 2 ; 1 God, to have the witneſs in ourſelves, to have the 
al mn A Won, and as he that hath the Son hath eternal life, 
the 5: 'R is clear that the belief of the goſpel teſtimony muſt. 
of Gol true and ſaving faith. 

bt nuf The goſpel teſtimony is alſo the teſtimony of the 
for tie Pon, and of him it is ſaid, “ What he hath ſeen and 
the i heard, that he teſtifieth; and no man receiveth 
hat we e his teſtimony. He that hath received his teſti- 
at Jeta# mony hath ſet to his ſeal, that God is true; for he 
1 in va. b whom God hath ſent ſpeaketh the words of God 
timony,, He that believeth on the Son hath everlaſting 
uch a, WF life; and he that believeth not the Son ſhall not 
Son of. 3 ſee life; but the wrath of God abideth upon 
ng the 4 him *.” It is evident that the goſpel is the teſti- 
iz. the zmony of the Son, for it is termed zhe zelimony of our 
reccive 4 ord *, the teflimony of Feſus u, both as teſtified by 
2d, be- pin, and teſtifying of him ; therefore, to receive his 
God.” 4 = Lame, and /et to our ſeal that God is true, is to be- 
Believe ſieve the goſpel: And nothing more is meant by be- 
1 ag on the Son; for it is oppoſed to the expreſ- 
ſion © he that believeth not the Son,” and as the doc- 
f Golf trine of his perſon, and of the whole of his charac- 
tof the ter and work as the Saviour is contained in the goſ- 
mport, pel teſtimony, ſo we cannot believe any thing con- 
ꝛſtimo-ceruing him but what is therein teſtified. Since 
oy aud therefore he that believeth Chriſt's teſtimony in the 
f faith, goſpel hath everla/iing life, that belief muſt be true 
Sen, and ſaving faith. 


teſti- The goſpel is alſo the teſtimony of the apoſtles x, 
in the becauſe they were choſen witneſſes, and commiſſion- 
er and 


; ed to * it“; and as PR teſtified the goſpel of 
Fo; the by 


0 5 FUP ij. 32, 32, 34, 36. tz Tim. i. g. u Rev. i. 2. 
3 = Acts xxii, 18. | Y John xv. 27. Mark xvi. 15, | 


ſpel is 
to 


x. 6, 9. 


„hen he ſhall come to be glorified in his Hinte 3 


Faith. 


That Jeſus is the Chriſt the Son of God.” Now a 


, 


Eh manger ̃ A! ˙—⅝̃˙ 


muſt be true faith. When Peter confeſſed this truths J 


it as a confeſſion of true faith, or of believing with all} 1 


fippoſe few ſerious perſons will venture to do. 1 1 
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the grace of God“, ſo true faith is deſcribed to be al 


belief of their teſtimony “ And to you who are 4 12 
& tronbled reſt with us, when the Lord Jeſus (hall 1 


ce be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 7 


2 1 wy” 3 


« and admired in all them that believe (becauſe on- b | 
« te/iimony was believed among you) in that day.“ iN q 
thoſe who believe the teftimony of the apoſtles ſh: 
obtain re/? when Chriſt ſhall be revealed from her. | oy 
ven; if he ſhall then be glorified in them as his ſaints, 

and admired in all them that believe that OY N 


then that belief muſt undoubtedly be true and ſaving} '2 ' 


I have before noticed, that TY great and funda- 
ee contained in the goſpel teſtimony is this 


falvation is always connected with the belief of this] : 
truth in its true and genuine ſenſe, which therefore! 1 


as his faith, Jeſus approved of it as the effect of di- 3 | 
vine teaching, and pronounced him bleſſed b. When 1 
the cuanch confeffed the ſame truth, Philip ſuſtained 


bis heart, and ſo bapt: zed him*. John, ſhewing the 
deſign of writing his goſpel, fays, © Theſe are writ- i 
te ten that ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chris « 
& 7he Son of God, and that believing ye might ba « 
46 life through bis name 4.“ If any would con * 
tently deny that the belief of this truth is true and Ke 
faviog faith, he mult alfo deny that the life here con: 1 „ 
nected with it is ſpiritual and eternal life, which 18 


ſa ue! ; 3 
1 2 AA KR, 24. * A 4 Theſf j. 71 gf { D Mat. Ky: 40, 1% 1 
© Acts vine 37, 39. 4 ahn xx. 5. | 155 1 
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me apoſtle ſays, © Whoſoever believeth that Je/trs 

is the Chriſt, is born of Gode;“ and a little below, 
This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the 
world, but he that believeth zhat Jeſus Chrift is 
the Son of God f.“ No faith but what is true and 
Foing is the effect of being born of God; no other 


Faith can poſſibly overcome the world; but it is here 
heclared, that he is born of God and overcomes the 
""EFrorld who believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt the Son 
bf God, which therefore muſt be true and ſaving 


timony 1 5 


EX aith. 


d favingM 7 
KR 


Rainedlf 
vith all, 4 


Ng tte | this goſpel; if they held the faith of it conſiſtently; 
3 FBy which alſo ye are ſaved, if ye keep in memory 
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This truth not only imports the dignity of his per- 


on, but alſo his mediatory character and work as 
the Saviour of loſt ſinners. 
ring the goſpel teſtimony, preached Chriſt as cruci- 
fied, and as raiſed from the dead, with the important 


"Phe apoſtles, in decla- 


ends of both, and true faith is deſcribed as re- 


B ſpecting him in this view. Paul reminds the Corin- 


thians of the goſpel which he had preached unto 


8 them, “how that Chriſt died for our fins according 


“to the ſcriptures; and that he was buried, and that 
he roſe again the third day according to the ſcrip- 
« tures;” and he aſſures them that they were ſaved by 


ee what I preached unto you, unleſs ye have believed 
« in vain s.“ The ſame apoſtle, having ſhewn that 


Z righteouſneſs was imputed to Abraham believing 
God's promiſe reſpecting his feed, adds, Now it 


« was not written for his ſake alone, that it was 


ce jmputed to him; but for us alſo, to whom it ſhall 


"0" be imputed, if we believe on him that raiſed up 
Kt F * x 8 T 4 f Jeſus 


ez John v. 1. f Ver 3, 4. 8 1 Ges *. 1—3. 
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* e Teſus our Lord from the dead, who was deliver 1 
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ue 
©« for our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtiſ e 


cation bh. To believe on God as having a 
ed his Son for our offences, is to believe that we as 3 | 
offenders againſt God and deſerve his wrath, but tha 
out of his infinite mercy he bath inflicted the puniſh. 
-ment we deſerved upon his own Son, delivering bin = 
to death for our offences, and making him a ſacritice® 
for our ſins. To believe on God as having rail 
him again for our ur Sulliication, | is to believe that Cod AF 


title us to life; and fo hath raiſed him again for ourl 3 
Nets This is to nen on kim tar Juſt] 4 


and ; as it is clad 1 eee ſhall be im. 5 
puted to us if we believe. this, it muſt certainly b: 


' juſtifying fairh. To the ſame purpoſe is the follow. 


ing paſſage, * The righteouſneſs which is of faith 


1 ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thine heart, Who Mt" 
e ſhall aſcend into heaven? (that is, to bring Chriſt x * 
% down from above:) Or, Who {ſhall deſcend into 


« the deep? (that is, to bring up Chriſt again from 


© the dead.) But what faith it? The word is nigh 


« thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart: that is RN 
« the word of faith which we preach : That if thou 
« ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and g 1 
« (hall believe in thine heart, that God hath raiſcd 


et him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. For wit nh . 
% the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and 
; * with the mouth confeſſion is made unto falvation |,” 
3 | 55 Ihe 
V Rom. iv. 23, 24, 25. i Chap, iv. 5. k Chap iii. 5. 


1 Kom. x. 611. 


ov righteouſneſs which is of faich,” or the goſpel 
oftrine of juſtification by faith, forbids us to ſay 


=D as not come from heaven, and in his death and re- 
Jurrection done all that was neceſſary to our juſtifi- 
1 ation; or (allowing he hath done fo) that he is at 
.- uch a yisTANCE from us, and juſtification by him 
o far beyond our reach, that we may as well think 
to ſcale heaven to bring him down from thence, or 
ZEdeſcend into the deep to bring him up again from the 
dead, as perform what is neceſſary on our part to 
obtain it. This language of the unbelieving heart, 
the righteouſneſs which is of faith forbids; and in 
. DB oppoſition to this it ſaith, “ The word is N10 . 
c thee: that is” (faith the apoſtle) “the word.of 


| Chriſt died for the offences and was raiſed again for 
the juſtification of ſinners.” This word is ſo very 
TX iigh thee, as to be © even in thy mouth” when thou 


1 confeſſeſt it, * and in thy heart” when thou believeſt 


7 it; ſo that though Chriſt be at a diſtance as to his 
bodily preſence, yet there is no occaſion for any ar- 
' X <duous labour, nor indeed for any labour at all, in 
order to come at him, or to be juſtified by him; for 


huis ſalvation is brought near to the moſt guilty, 


2X helpleſs and wretched, and actually conveyed by 
means of the goſpel teſtimony concerning him; ſo 
1 t That if,” according to the true import of that 
with teſtimony, „ thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the 
XZ © Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that 
ni,” 1 ©« God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be 
The © faved.” To confeſs with the mouth the Lord 
Jeſus, is openly to own and acknowledge him to be 


4 
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1 ny thing in our heart which may import that Chriſt 


% faith which we preach,” and which teſiifies that 
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goſpel teſtifies concerning him, as, That he is zhe M 
_ Chriſt the Son of God ; for he was © determined the 


Rom, iv. 25. x Heb. xiii, 20. ch. iX. 125 24. 
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the Chriſt the Son of the living God, as Peter an 
the eunuch did *; it is to confeſs, to the glory fi 
God the Father, that he who became obedient to * he 
the death of the croſs is exalted as Lord over all", Mi all 
and alſo to call upon him as ſuch®. But as a verbal A gor) 
confeſſion is not of itſelf ſufficient, therefore 3 it is ad- 1 gl 
ded, „ and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that God 


| col 


"oF raiſed him from the dead.” The belief of Chriſt's L on 
reſurrection with its import is always ſpoken of as * c 
true faith. This is to believe on him that ee ee 4 C. 

e 


he dead®; that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from the 


wry it is the faith or belief of the operation of | — 14 * 
be 19 


God who raiſed him from the dead”, and through! 


dim to believe in God that raiſed kim up from the 


dead, and gave him glory, that our faith and hope 3 
might be in God. This truth imports all that the n 


“Son of God with power, according to the Spirit 
*« of holineſs, by the reſurrection from the dead * — 
Phat he died for ovr ins; tor it is a reſurrection 
trom that death for our juſtification u That he 
hath made reconcilration by his blood; for the Father, 

as © the God of peace, hath brought him again from 
« the dead with the blood of the everlaſting cove- 
« nant,” which was ſhed for the remiſſion of fins, 
that he might preſent it with acceptance in the hea- 
venly ſanftuary *,—That all who believe on him 
ſhall be rar/ed up from the dead at the laft day to in- 
herit eternal lite; for 4 in his reſurrection he © is be- 


«come | 

m Ma-, xvi 16. bn vi. 69. Acts viii. 3). Phil. ii. Eg 1 
8— 12. 0. Rom. . 12. 13. p Rom. iv. 7. Vr. los 
24. nin. s 1 Pet. i. 22 t Rom; i i. 4. ch 


eter and 

lory offi | 
dient to I 
er all : 


55 4 e effected by * the exceeding greatneſs of his power 
brite to us ward who believe, according to the wort- 
of a; ing of his mighty power, which he wrought ia 
keneth * Chriſt, when he raiſed him from the dead, an! 
\m the ſet him at his own right hand in the heaven!y 
on of 4 places“. » Laſtly, his reſurrection imports that 
rough! I be is ordained of God to be the pudge 97 quick and dead. 
m the For of this God © hath given aſſurance unto all mer, 
hope 1 jn that he hath raiſed him from the dead ®.” It is evi- 
at the | 3 z Went therefore, that the reſurrection of Chriſt iu- 
is the | klades the ſubſtance of the goſpel teſtimony; and t 
d the 1 Is no leſs evident that the belief of this important 
Spice | Th in its proper ſenſe is true juſtifying faith ; for it 
4 is expreſsly and pointedly declared, © That if thou 
Hf hall belicve in thice heart that God raiſed him 
t he . from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.” 
ther, 4 To theſe proofs I ſhall only add a ſingle text more. 
from | That which the goſpeł teftifies of Chriſt is moſt 
>: frequently termed the truth ©, and true faith is de- 
1 a *fcribed to be the Belief of the truth. Paul writing 
hea. do the Theſſalonians, ſays, God hath from the 
him “ beginning choſen you to ſalvation, through ſancti- 
5. . fication of the Spirit, and BELIEF OF THE 
be- 8 TRUTH 3 whereunto he called you by our gol- 
"Mme F = „„ + 2 e 
. 5 y 1 Cor. xv. 2%, 23. | 2 2 Cor. iv, 14. 1 Thefl. iv. 14. 
1. it, Eph. i. 18—21. b Ads x-ii. 31. c See the fol 
Vor. Nuhe texts, John v. 33. ch. viii. 32. ch. xviii. 37. 2 Cor. iv. 2. 


i:. 4. 
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alſo by Jeſus “.“ 
I Wory is © the hope of his calling, the riches of the 


glory of his inheritance in the ſaints;“ and is to 


7 ch. xiii, 8. Gal. iii. 1. ch. v. 7. 2 Theſſ. i ii. 10, 12, 1 Tim. ii. 3. 
5 eh. iv. 3. 2 Tim. ii. 18, 25. ch. iii. 7, 8. ch. jv, 4. L. t. i. 146 
Heb. x. 26. 1 John ii. 21. 22, 


come the firſt-fruits of them that ſlept “,“ and 
he who raiſed up the Lord Jeſus ſhall raiſe up us 
Tbis reſurrection to eternal 
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not ſo much as exiſt without a true and faving object, 
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« pel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lori 
« Jeſus Chriſt 9,” If the belief of the truth be thei 
fruit of election to ſalvation ; if it is inſeparably con 
nected with the /an#ification of the Spirit; if it is 00 
this belief that God effectually calls the elect by tbe 
golpel, and if the end of this faith is their obtain. 
ing of the glary of our Lord Jeſus Cl, then cr. 
tuinly the belief of the truth mult be true and ſaving 
faiths ET 1 

Thus I have ſhewn, that true and ſaving faith ß =” 
neither more nor leſs than a belief of the beſpeh, roce 


Which Chriſt commitlioned his apoſtles to preuch to 1 BY 


every creature, which is the 7e/7imony of God con- pme 


cerning his Son, and is emphatically termed mm > th 
truth; ſince it is to the belief of this truth the pro- 1 $00 
miſe of ſalvation is made, as well as every ſaving and eaſe 
ſanctifying effect on the heart and life aſcribed, Ta 


I would farther obſerve, that a man's faith is true am 
or falle, ſaving or unprofitable, according to the Wh 
truth or falſehood, ſaving or unprofitable nature of A ne 
what he believes; and as true and faving faith can- im 

and 
ſo che whole efficaey aferibed to faith in relation to Pell 
ſalvation, ariſes from the nature and importance of tha 
the truth believed. Hence it follows, that if the | car 
belief of the goſpel in its true ſenſe is not ſaving | tru 
faith, the reaſon muſt be, that the goſpel does not tur 


contain the ſaving truth, or reveal an object ſufficient fin 
to ſave. Every Chriſtian who underſtands and be- ma 
lieves the goſpel, and finds all his ſalvation in what ha 
it reveals, muſt be greatly ſhocked at ſuch a conclu- co 


ſion as this; yet how many are there who deny that alt 

the belief of the goſpel is true faith, nay, who re- 
proach bu 

40 s Theff. ii. 13, 14. ES | 5 e 
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n ach and deſpiſe i it as only the faith of Judas, Si- 
a Magus, and devils !. and while this is their real. 
1 Ptiment, it is not eaſy to conceive. how they can 
; pr upon the goſpel itſelf as of much conſequence, . 

I have their own faith aud hope founded on what 

1. teſtifies. It is, however, to be hoped, that ſome 

who ſpeak in this manner are not properly adverting , 
t the meaning of their own words. 

But as there are counterfeits of faith, it may be 
faith iz 1 

00%, Jvoceed to the next head! 
each to, $ Frhough men ſhould have à general belief that 


od con- ace called the goſpel is true, and that Jeſus | 


ned 1 1 the Chriſt the. Son of God, yet if they are either 
he pro- 3 Þoorant or have a falſe. view.of the goſpel, or of the 
ing and &oſe in which Jeſus is the Chriſt; they have not true 


d. - With. We read of many Jews who believed in his. 
is true 1 dame When they ſaw the miracles which he did, to 
to the whom he would not commit himlelf, becauſe he 


ure of 1 New all mene; and of many others who believed on 


h can- 4 bum, who were inſenſible of their bondage to ſin, 


objec, | and ignorant.of the truth which makes freef. They 
tion to Pelered he was: the promiſed: Meſtiah, or prophet 
Ace of that ſhould come. into the world, but it was in ths 
if 0 carnal Jewiſh ſenſe. They were: ignorant of his 


wie true character and miſſion, and of the fpiritual na- 


'S not ture of his kingdom and falvation, and hence we 


ficien þ : IF ſome. of them were for taking him by force and : 


d be- J making him an earthly ang A therefore they 
what had not the true knowledge of the Meſſiah, fo they 
Dnclu- "= not have true faith in him. Simon Magus is 
y that EE allo laid to believe, upon the authority of the miracles 
O re- 7 | . 3 V. tick 
oach 
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poper.to-ſay ſomething on that ſubje&t.* before we R 
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| 30 | Counterfeit Faith, 
N which Philip wrought ; but he ſoon diſcovered uf 5 
| brutiſh ignorance, as well as egregions wickedneß 
1 in thinking that the gift of God might be purchaſe l 
1 wirh money i, and fo had no true faith. 9 
Tit! Though men ſhould believe all the goſpel fac 1 
$18! relating to Chriſt, yet if they are ignorant of, 1 ct 
| [| deny bag import of theſe facts, or connect ſome m Mr 
1 [| ror with the truth which is ſabverſive of it, that i 
. 1 have not true faith. The Judaiſers profeſſed to believe ho 
i that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and that he died, roſe fron fider 
| | | the dead, and was exalted at the Father's right band kredi 
11180 but they overturned all this again in maintaining, al wad: 
hl | except men were circumciſed, and kept the law 10 
| | | _ Mofes, they could not be ſaved é, and fo made Chr fl P gail 
1 | | to dic in vain, and entirely perverted the goſpel up- '2 nite 
1 on the great article of a ſinner's acceptance wir ot] 
| | | God'. Some of the Corinthians who profeſſed toll 4 10! 
| believe that Chrift roſe from the dead according ol wo! 
| the ſcripture, overturned that fact by denying its im. 34 en 
[1 | port, viz. the reſurrection of the ſaints, and fo ther 5 N mo 
|| faith was vain m. There are many errors beſides *ma 


theſe which are equally inconſiſtent with true faith ; Acre 
but in general it may be ſaid, that he who believes Ipre 
that eu, i the Chriſi in a ſenſe different from the I 


apcltles, or holds any thing in connection with tha ; N 

. rruth which is ſubverſive of its real meaning and im- I in 

| port, as explained at large in their writings, is not. an 
lf | poſſeſſed of true faith. 2 th 


X Again, though there can be no true faith withou WS oc 
j knowledge, yet there may be a kind of freculativeÞ 3 ly 


| knowledge without faith or belief. There is a wide] 0 al 
| difference between under landing the tms of a pro- f. 
| 6 - poſition, i 


d AGA viii. 13. i Ver. 29, 20, 27, 22. k Ads xv. 1 
"7 Da, 1.8, 7. UW 7 $9 ie VE Qx » x Cor. xv. 11, 1% 
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ca bo far enlightened in his judgment as to be able to 
urchafe 25 with his mouth the ſaving truth, and to ex- 
| 1 Jain himſelf about the way of ſalvation in ſo clear 
10 hd diſtinct a manner, as to leave no ground to ſuſ- 
Ja that he has any different meaning from the a- 
HY * 3 and yet after all not believe. in his Heart 
it, they A at it is true, or receive it as the teſtimony of HIM 
believe ho cannot lie. Nay, be may ſpeculate upon the e- 
ſe fon dence of the goſpel, and think it not altogether in- 
It hand; redible; like Agrippa, he may even be almoſt per- 
ng, tha naded of its truth, while after all he can riſque no- 
la i { hing of importance upon it. Thus multitudes are 
> Cbriſch IP :ily deceiving themſelves with orthodox opinions 
[pel "= nſtead of faith, Did they only give as much credit 
e With 1 o the teſtimony of God as they give to the ten. 
eſſed to Y 10ny of their fellow men, what a different effect 
ding ol 3 would it have upon their hearts and lives! They of- 


its im. en venture their all in this world upon human teſti- 


fo 0 mony, and ſuſtain it as ſufficlent evidence even in 


beſid ice matters of life and death; and did they give equal 


 Faich credit to the divine teſtimony, it could not fall to 


delievesh Joe anſwerable effects. 


om 1 Laſtly, whatever men may think of their know- 
th th. a e and belief of the goſpel, yet if they do not 
nd im- in ſome meaſure perceive its excellence, importance, 


18 notÞ ue furtableneſs to their loſt condition as ſinners, 
3 Þ they do not in reality know and believe it. The 


michourl & goſpel 1 is not only a true ſaying, but a ſaying ſupreme- 


ula tive 3 TR 
45 4 all acceptation %. It exhibits a ebene of ſalvation 


1 al of God, wortiy of him, manifeſtative of his 
ſition, $i true 


Frm and believing the truth of it. A man may 


y excellent, good and intereſting, and ſo worthy of 


> — — $45 ns - 
—— 4 — — 
6— mayo ISI any" — ay 


PM 


* 
n © 
oem Ad IE ne. 


4 i a * 
* tf] . c 
. 
- 
— 


ot Counterfeit Faith. 


true character, and in all reſpects ſufficient and fre alk te 
for the very chief of ſinners o. IF it is not percei Mable 
ed in this light, then it is not believed to be ac crib 
really is, or what it is revealed to be, i. e. the 7; 10 der 
is not believed; for it is as eſſential a part of truth fen 
and as clearly revealed, that the goſpel is good news Y Bin t 
glad tidings of great joy, that Chriſt is. precious alwi 
and altogether lovely, and that his ſalvation is the enc 
one thing that is needful, as that there is a goſpel, 1" ed 
Chriſt, a ſalvation at all. Our Lord diſtinguitha% \ ſis f. 
true faith as an underſtanding of the ⁊uord v, but the orle 
word is not properly underſtood till its goodneſs ani ther 
excellence is perceived. This is to-know. the grace? f 
of God in truth a. The ſtony ground hearers mult? 
have had ſome kind of underſtanding: of the word. Þ I 
| without which they could not be ſaid to receive: 
With joy, and to believe for a while r; but as. de, 
tion made them fall away, it is. exident that they did 
not perceive and believe its real value and impor- 4 
tance, otherwiſe. they would rather have ſuffered the? 
loſs of all thiogs than relinquiſh it. He alſo de. 
ſcribes true faith in this manner. This is. life eter- 7 
„ nal, that they might know. thee. the. only oe 
% God, and: Jeſus: Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent | 
To know the only true God is not merely to know| 2 
that he exiſts, but alſo to know his. true character o 
perfections as revealed in the goſpel. This is td 
know his name as it is declared by Chriſt t, and thcy . 
who · ſo know him will undoubtedly put their truſt in . 
him u. To know: Jeſus Chriſt: whom he hath ſent, |: 
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is not only to know. that there is ſuch. a perſon, but 7 
| allo EI 
© 2 Cor. tv. 3, 4, 6. p Mat. xiii, 23. q Col, i. 6. 
r Mat, xiii, 20, Luke viii. 13, John xvii. ;. 
t John xvü. 6, 26. u Pſal. ix. 10. 
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and fies to know his excellency, amiableneſs, and 
percein ableneſs as the Saviour, according as the goſpel 


e What rcribes him. It is ſuch a knowledge of him as 
the uud gers him precious to all who believe *, white 
of truth the'c who believe not the goſpel report, ſce no beau- 
od news in him that they ſhould defire him. True faith 


precious f always repreſented as affecting the heart and in- 
n is tb Wencing the life. It is 7n believing that men are 
goſpel, 1 ed with all joy and peace, and abound in hope 


nguithc is faith that purifieth the heart, overcometh the 


but ide orld, and worketh by love 2. Now it we attend 


neſs * Kher to ſcripture or experience, we ſhall fiad, that 
he grace i is not merely the exiſtence, but nature and quality 


by mul £ | objects, and our concern in them, which affect 
e word, | pd influence us; faith therefore muſt be a belief of 
ceive n be quality as well as reality of its object. The goſ- 
perſec. 


I , which was immediately revealed to the apoſtles, 


bey did termed, „“ The light of the knowledge of the 


impon. j 4 glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt *.”” This 


1 elf hey publiſhed to the world with great plainneſs of 
2 ete. "F eech d. None therefore believe en Chriſt through 
y vc 2 4 eir word e, or as they preached him, but ſuch as 
ſent perceive in ſome meaſure the glory of the divine cha- 
1 Latter ſhining in his face. Accordingly the apoſtle 
Ano epreſents thoſe who believe not the goſpel as 
or 


f nd to this glorious manifeſtation of God in 


LY to 1 ; Chriſt. © But if our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them 
d they 2 7 « that are loſt ; in whom the god of this world 


4 en n e hath blinded the minds of them that believe not, 


: = leſt the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, 
a, but 1 „ who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine unto 


allo Þ | 5 
et them.“ 
ol, i . 6. i 7 : { 
vii. 3. Pet. ii. 7. y Ifa. li. 2. 2 Acts xv. 9. s John v. 4, 


Gd. v. 6. a 2 Cor. iv. 6. b Chap. iii. 12. c John xvii. 20. 
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X them d. © The natural man,” through 1 F 


y It may juſtly be wondered at, that any who profch} x 1 


hypocrites do, but deny that it is the duty of any . 
man to believe unto the ſaving of his foul, any more 


on 5 ca a — ä —— tf TRIS * n a — r | K rout —  — 
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culpable blindneſs, prejudice, and averſion of 
mind, © receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
« God,” however clearly revealed in the goſpel Ine g 
* neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſj F | hav 
« ritually diſcerned©.” So far is he from diſcern ni ct; 
the wiſdom, power, and grace of God in the chen al 1 
of ſalvation through a crucified Saviour, that it 11 arde 
pears to him weakneſs and fooliſhneſs. Hence t\2Wuſc 
neceſſity of the influence of the Spirit of God 4 me 


| 1 ns 
* © 5 
7 


make men know and believe the truth and excl W ſav 
lency of what the goſpel reveals. * Ne 


XIA 


Theſe hints may ſerve to ſhow in what ſenſe falt“ 1. 
profeſſors are faid to believe. But whatever maj 0 "mn 


be ſaid of the faith of wicked men, or even of devil hn l. 
it muſt {til} be held as a firm truth, That all wh FX u 
believe in their heart the goſpel in that ſenſe ber 

in the apoſtles preached it, have obtained like pred - 


ous faith with them, and ſhall be ſaved. I ſhall now! RO 


III. Prove that it is the indiſpenſible Dv TY of all” F 
who hear the goſpel to believe it unto the ſaving 1 
the ſoul, 47S 


to admit the truth of the goſpel itſelf, ſhould ever OR 
much as entertain the leaſt doubt that it is the duty off [i : 
men to believe it with a true and faviog faith; ye 1 
ſtrange as it may ſeem, multitudes of profeſſors at this 
day ſtrenuouſly deny this. They admit indeed that its 
the duty of men to believe like Simon Magus, or uÞ? 


than 18 
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n it is the duty of a man naturally dead to 
Wc: This ſentiment is grounded upon a complica- 
So of errors reſpecting the extent of mens obliga- 
os, the nature of their inability, the nature of di- 
9 ne grace, the Spirit's work, the goſpel, faith, Sc. 
2 "il x have not time at preſent to go fully into the ſub- 
diſcer nin E We ; but as the ſentiment juſt mentioned is of a prac- 
4 Eu nature, and muſt have a pernicious tendency to 
urden men's conſcience againſt conviction of ſin be- 
J Wuſc they believe not in Chriſt f, I hall produce 
q me ſcripture arguments to prove, That true and 
d excl RE faith is the indiſpenſible duty of all who hear 
3 3 F the goſpel. ” And 
enſe fall 2 1. The md of God expreſsly commands all men 
ver mai -1 Liban exception to believe on Chriſt for ſalvation. 
of devil# n Iſa. xlv. 22. the Lord addreſſes men thus, © Look 
all wh J unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the 
: where | earth, for I am God, and there is none elſe.” — 
ce precii It we compare the three following verſes with 
all WM | om. Xiv. 10, 11. Philip. i. 10, 11. 1 Cor. i. 30, 
1. we ſhall find that this is a command to look un- 
7 of al 4 Chriſt, in whom God is manifeſted as “ a juſt 
wing 4 God and a Saviour,” ver. 21. To % unto him 
Js to believe on him, and ſo to believe on him as to 
prof be /aved by him, for it is added, © and be ye ſaved ;” 


ever off Tr ind this cormang to believe unto ſalvation is addreſ. 
duty of ſed to men Ini ve, ally, even to * all the ends of the 
th; pet Path,” fo that it is commenſurate to the extent of 
Wer thi ; . the commiſſion in our text to * preach the goſpel to 
that iti; 2 every creature.” —In Ia. Iv. 31. the following call 


„ or . -... 
; —_ en to ſinners, © Incline your ear, and come 
of am? 4 
} TE: 4 unto me; hear, and your fouls ſhall live: and I 
5 more 2 1 « Will 
than . £2 | | 55 L 
3 f John xvi. 9. 


r — 
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Bot IAC nes — Gy Fe A IT Wee”; 


1 * 


1 


r 


— — 47A. 


the Baptiſt, who had a divine commiſſion, „ ba-? p 


„to the people, That THEY $HOULD BELIEVE onfÞ 


unto him, many of whom were a generation o, 
« Teſus Chriſt,” he muſt therefore have conſider 


ſhort of ſaving faith, for he ſays, „ He that be- l 
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*© will make an everlaſting covenant with you, eve; 
% the ſure mercies of David.” This is evidently 4 


| { 
© 0 
= 
g9ſpel call, as appears from the apoſtle's explanation Wes 
of the ſure mercies of David, Acts xiii. 34. It tuin 
a call to the wicked and the unrighteons, as deſcribes air 


ver. 7. It is a call to faith and repentance, wWhid 
are imported in theſe words, “ Incline your ear, and ! 
« come unto me,” and (ver. 7.) « Let the Wickel . l 
« forſake his way, and the ee man bu Wc | 
&« thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord“ Jol 
Further, it is a call to true faith and repentance, a bel. 
the promiſe is, „ your ſou] ſhall live;” the Loi $81 


* will have mercy on him,” and “ abundantly pal the 
« don.” 1 


In the New Teſtament we meet with many _ 
mands or calls to ſinners to believe in Chriſt. Joh 41 


te tized with the baptiſm of repentance, ſaying un- 


* 
r R 
gas toe 


« him who ſhould come after him, that is, ou” I 


« Chriſt Jeſus,” Acts xix. 4. The people whonſþ + ; 
John thus addreſſed were the multitude that cane 6 


vipers 8. He told them, © that they ſhould believe an 


it as their duty; and he could not mean any thing 


„ lieveth on the Son, hath everlaſting life h.“ Jcfus 


himſelf in his perſonal miniſtry addreſſed men thus, 
« The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of Gol Wt | 


« is at hand; repent ye and believe the goſpel,” 
Mark i. 15. The perſons addreſſed were moſily 
wnconverted jinners ; for he came not to call the 
righteous, 

* fil. 8, 13. b John iii. 36. 
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let him come unto me and drink. 
« liereth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of 
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Ile calls ſuch 


o © believe the goſpel,” which I have already 

jewn to be /aving faith: and furely he meant no- 
hing ſhor t of this, or thatthey ſhould believe in 
«. In the laſt day, that great day of the feaſt, 
x Teſus ſtood and cried, faying, If any man thirſt, 


wwhteous, but /inners to repentance i. 


an. — 


He that be- 


ec his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water.” 


This is evidently a call to the w- 
A call to believe en him as he him- 


John vii. 37, 38. 
¶believing Jews. 


ſelf explains it; and to believe on him /avingly, for 


the promiſe of the Spirit is annexed to it. He re- 


Y preſents the preaching of the goſpel under the no- 


tion of inviting gueſts to a marriage ſupper, Where 


nay, to compel them to come in, that his houſe may 
be filled. Mat. xxti. 2— 15. Luke xiv. 16—24. The 


ſupper repreſents the ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings 


of the new covenant. The king's preſſing invitations 
are God's calls to ſinners to believe in Chriſt, and fo 
partake of theſe bleſſings. The perſons invited were 
evidently unbelievers ; for thoſe who were firſt bid- 


den refuſed, viz. the unbelieving Jews, and the laſt 


invitation was addreſſed to the idolatrous Gentiles, 


who till then were without God and without hope 


in the world. Paul informs us how the apoſtles ex- 
ecuted their commiſſion in compelling men to come 


| inz “ All things (ſays he) are of God, who hath - 


© reconciled us to himſelf, and hath given to us the 


« miniſtry of recongyianon'y ; to wit, That God was 
od tin 


— 


— 


red w 


ARNE cas rr 


v. 18—21. Here Paul is ſetting before the Corin- 


to the Jews and alſo to the Greeks, repentance to- 2 
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&« in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf, not im. 
c puting their treſpaſſes unto them, and hath com. 4 
emitted to us the word of reconciliation. Now the; 
« we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God 4i1 


. 14 


beſcech (men *) by us, we pray (them) in Chrii?'; 8 
40 i 


ſtead, (ſaying)“ Be ye reconciled unto God. Tor 
„ he hath made him to be fin for us, &c. 2 Cor. 


thians the ſubſtance of the apoſtolic meſſage to the 
world at large, Gentiles as well as Jews, viz. That 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf, 
not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them; and thi: 
this reconciliation was effected by making Chriſt bel 
a facrifice for the ſins of men. This was to declare 
that all things were ready, as expreſſed in the para- '2 ty : 


ble. But this was not all; they were alſo commiſ. 
ſioned, as the mouth of God, and in Chriſt's ſtead, 


to urge and beſeech men to be reconciled unto God; 3 A 
« God doth beſeech by us, we pray in Chriſt's ſtead, | 

« Be ye reconciled unto God.” This was to 5 

to the marriage, to compel them to come in. Here ; W. 
then we have God's call to men while enemies, for 3 
it is a call to be reconciled to him; and as none are [3 3 
actually reconciled unto God in their minds till they 85 
believe in the atonement, it muſt undoubtedly be 2 . ö 
call to faith in Chriſt, as the only way of reconcil 
ation. The ſame apoſtle informs the elders at Ephe - 
{as, that in preaching the goſpel he * teſtified bot 


„ wards God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus 7 
. 


«© Chriſt,” Acts xx. 21. To © teſtify repentance FR 

© towards God,” was (as he eHewhere expreſſes it) 

15 vl 

#* The pronoun yu is not in the Greek, and the ſenſe requires K 

chat the ſupplement ſhould be men, or world, IM 
k Acts xxvi. 20. Py 
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4 ) ſhew men © that 7hey ſhould repent, and turn to 
Cod, and do works meet for repentance *,” or to 
city, that © God now commandeth all men every 


where to repent !.“ In like manner, to“ teſtify 
faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” was to call 
: zen to © believe the goſpel m,“ to © believe on the 


x L Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that they might be ſaved u, or to 


eſtify that this is God's © e that oy 
ſhouldbelieveon the nameof his Son Feſus Chriſt.” 
Many other paſſages might be cited to the ſame 
. ee. but thoſe already adduced clearly ſhew, that 
4 od commands and calls all who hear the goſpel to 
pelieve in Chriſt to the faving of the foul. if there- 
ere theſe commands and calls are of divine authori- 
uk if men are under any obligations to obey God; 


Y uodeniabiy follows, that it is the indiſpenſible duTY_ 
2 of all who hear the goſpel to believe it unto their 1; al- 
. vation. 

3 2. Unbelief, which is the oppoſite of faith, is al- 
1 ways repreſented as a very great and heinous ſin a- 
gainſt God. It is part of the work of the Spirit to 
convince men of this ;.** And when he is come (ſays 
J * our Lord) he ſhall convince the 1 of ſin 
2 © becauſe they believe not in me ?.” Of the Jews, 


7 © they had not had ſin; but now have they no cloke 


for their ſin—If I had not done among them the 
ce to © works which no other man did, they had not had 
Jeſus 3 1 
tance {i 
es it) % 

1 
quires 7 


e ſin; but now have they both ſeen and hated both 
* me and my Father 4,” That which is thrice termed 


= AQs wil 30. ch. xiv. 15. m Mark i. 15. * As. 
2 | Xvi. 31. O 1 John i ili. "ER p John xvi. 8; 9. q chap, 


f it is right to-do-ſo, and wrong to do otherwiſe, it 


© he lays, “ If I had not come and os unto them, 


* 
* EI 
WS |" 
83.5 
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fin here | is evidently unbelicf. Other fins they had bel 1 2 
- guilty of; but they would not have been guilty | 9 
this ſin, had not the truth been declared unto 0 
1 and ſufficiently confirmed, ſo as to leave them wih 
| out excuſe. The apoſtle John ſays, “ He that be. MP 
« Jjeyeth not God hath made him a liar, becauſe 16 14 
e believeth not the record which Gad gave of 1 
3 S80nr.“ To hold God for a liar is farely a ſin of 
' 118 the deepeſt dye. The uabelieving heart is termc! 


it h 28 
| 1 an evil heart and there are many evils in the hear 
1 of man which both occaſion and attend unbelief. lt. 
| J is frequently aſcribed to 7gnorance* ; yet not ſimpie 'Y 
I! Ignorance, from want of information or natural capa 
| N city, in which caſe it would be excuſable *; bur ſaci Hh 
as ariſes from the agency of the god of this world : I 8 
Bl || blinding the minds of them that believe not!: it 15 e. 
| | wWoeilful ignorance, occaſioned by their loving darkne!; =D 
Ii and hating the light“; and ſo they are repreſentc! , b 
as having cloſed their eyes leſt they ſhould ſeer, t 
From this it appears, that unbelief is founded not e 
merely on ſimple ignorance, but aver/on to the things My ( 
ol of God; and it is alſo attributed to pride and tlie 
| : | | Howe of this preſent world®. It muſt therefore be ex- 3 3 | 
cC.Ccedingly ſinful, and eſpecially as it makes God a "I; 
| liar, and rejects his amazing love and grace as 10- 85 1 


{| vealed in the goſpel. 2 
ll 1 Now if unbelief be a fin, and ſeated in the depra- 


| if vity of the heart, as has been ſhown, it neceſſarily | 
follows, that faith, its oppoſite, muſt be a duty; for | 
it | as the oppoſite of every ſin is duty, and the oppoſite 
1 of every duty is ſin; ſo if believi ing were not a duty, 
i unbelicr 
[! | rr John v. 10. $ Heb. ini. 12. e Mat. xüi. 19. 
; | Rom. x. 3. ch. xi. 7, 25. u John ix, 41. ch. xv. 22, 24 
3 Cor. iv. 4. John iii. 19, 20. 4 Mat. X ii. 1. 
2 John v. 44. Mat. xii. 5. 5 


* 
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guilty 1 Whbelicf could be no fin, for ſin is a want of . 
to then y to, or tranſgreſſion of the rule of duty. If it 
„ Is {2id, that men cannot believe, and therefore it is 
1 1 . F their duty; this is only to ſay in other words, 
cauſe bell a at men cannot help their unbelief, and therefore it | 
e of hi ot their ſin. The fact is, mens inability who en- 


„a fin the light of the goſpel, is not of a natural but 
l kind, and therefore culpable. 


— | 3. Faith is frequently repreſented as obedience. It 
elief. 1 & aid that a great number of the prieſts were ole- 
Epi ent to the faithb; i. e. believed the goſpel. The 

. e the goſpel 34 
al capa belief of the Jews is termed not obeying the goſpel; 
ar much But they have not all obeyed the goſpel : For Eſaias 
; world | faith, Lord, who hath believed our report ©.” 
Bn ny 4 When the Galatians were ſubverted from the belief 
52 CY = free juſtification without works, they are ſaid not 
= 1 50 the truth; „O fooliſh Galatians, who hath 


ee bewitched you, that you ſhould not obey the 
ee. truth d Again, the goſpel is ſaid to be, © ac- 


Ea not 1 cording to the commandment of the everlaſting 
things God, made known to all nations for the obedience 
id the 3 of faith; ;“ i. e. that men might believe it. Faith 
= : properly called obedience, becauſe it correſponds + 


2 Fith God's de „n in cauſing the goſpel to be pub- 
* f ſited, and his command to believe it. Now if faith: 
pe obedience, then it muſt be a duty; for to obey 


__ 1 God, and to do what is our duty, are only different 
far | 1 1 ſignifying one and the ſame thing. 

; for 4. Laſtly, God hath promiſed ſalvation to him 
polite Þ 3 hat believeth, and threatened damnation to him that 

d ar, | 3 $elicveth not. Both of theſe are clearly expreſſed in 
ic - Ihe words of our tent: 46 He that ne andi is 

i. 15. Aal A. . Rom. X. 16. 4 Gel. ili. 4% 


1 Rom, xvi. 26. 


— 2 — — — — 
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« baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believerh "if A 
'« ſhall be damned.” 1 might cite a great ma | 
paſſages to the ſame purpoſe, but ſhall ſelect only i 1 
following; © For God ſo loved the world, that 'WM 
© gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 9 
lieveth on him ſhould not periſh, but have evus 2 | 
laſting life. He that believeth-on him is not co 
demned; but he that believeth not is condemn '2 | 
already, becauſe he hath not believed on " 
name of the only begotten Son of God. a8 
this is the condemnation, that light is come ing 
the world, and men loved darkneſs rather thi 4 aul 
light, becauſe their deeds were evil f.“ —“ He 4 (ſu 
believeth on the Son hath everlaſting life: and 
that-believeth not the Son ſhall not ſee life; be 
the wrath of God abideth on him 9.” —« T 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt (tall be revealed from heavy 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, tak 
vengeance on them that know not God, and obe, 
not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: W 
{hall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction front 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory «| 
bis power.—And to you who are troubled he wil 
give reſt with us, - when he ſhall come to be g, i 
rified in his faints, and to be admired in all then, 
that believe (becauſe our teſtimony Fung voa e 
was believed) in that day.? Ly 
1 In theſe paſſages, freedom from condemnation, and 5 
eternal life and reſt are promiſed to him that belic- 
eth; and, on the other hand, condemnation, tie 
wrath of God, and everlaſting deſtruction are threat 
encd againſt ſuch as believe not. Does not this in IH 
b 2 Tz 
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1 > moſt ſtriking manner demonſtrate, that God ap- 
res of believing, and is highly diſpleaſed at unbe- 


only k 1 Ff, and conſequently, that the former is a 4 80 and 
5 that i e latter a fin ? 
ever 1 4 In oppolition to this ſome affirm, « that ſuch. 
ave evil — mention beheving and not believing, not 
3 Not = as being duty or ſen, but only as mere deſcriptive 
>ndemns{MF} characters of thoſe who ſhall be ſaved or damned; 


d on NY and that as faith is not the procuring caſe of ſal- 
d. al vation, ſo neither is unbelief of damnation,” But 


ome in Le faith is not the meritorious or procuring 


— 


ther l 17 0 ſe of ſalvation, that beingſthe gift of God i through 


He thu I Fa Chriſt, even as faith itſelf is &; yet it is not the 


: and ss a duty. Will any maintain chat nothing can be 


ifs ; b I : 


- t 
— 
"I 


Jury unleſs it merits ſalvation? If nothing is a du- 


A but what merizs ſal ration, then believers then 
W ben gelves can perform no duty, for they cannot merit 


» taking Jilvation by any of their performances. If nothing 
nd obe s a duty which God works in men by his word and 


t : who Pyr, then it is not the duty of behevers to work 


on fron put their own ſalvation with fear and trembling, 


glory o Wince it is God who worketh in them both to will 
he wi and to do of his good pleaſure!. Again, if nothing 
be p10. zs a duty which men cannot perform of themſelves 


ul then ſoithout divine influence, then it is no man's duty to 
ng you ; 5 
; ſince this requires that the Lord ſhould circumciſe 

on, and by heart to love him m. — Faith is not a mere deſcrip» 
belicr- lire character of thoſe who ſhall be ſaved. It is 
Dn, thei BY to view things as God has revealed them, and 
threat + to bclieve all that he ſays. Faith gives glory- to 
this in 
the ; : 

2 Ti: 


impoſſible 


i Rom. vi. 23, k Philip, i. 29. 1 Chap, li. 22, 13. 
m Deut, xxx. 5, 2 Rm, iv. 20. 


| Cod", 1 is agreeable to him, and without faith it is 


love the Lord with all his heart as the law: enjoins, | 
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feriptive character of thoſe who ſhall be damned, bu [2 


ſtate of condemnation as tranſgreſſors of God's law, 1 


{ſtate only through unbelief, and as it is itſelf the moſt 


* only begotten 8on of God. And this is the con- 


juſt conclude with a word of caution. 


* that believeth not ſhall be damned, then it highly 
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impoſible to pleaſe him. The fruits of faith an 
alſo well-pleaſing and acceptable to him throull 
Jeſus Chriſt v, and ſhall be rewarded at the ein J 

rection of the juſt %. Therefore though it is God | J 
gift to believe, it is nevertheleſs mens duty ; and 
though eternal life is likewiſe the free gift of God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, and entirely of grace; yet it i} # 
graciouſly promiſed to believers as a reward of ther 
faich and obedience. Neither is unbelief a mere d.. 


£6 Pb 

oe 
wo, A 
"A 


3 
* 


a moſt heinous /n againſt God, as has been ſhewn; | x 
and fo richly deſerves: that death which is the jut g 
wages of fin. And though men are by nature in « 


yet ſuch of them as hear.the goſpel continue in that 


aggravated of all other ſins, ſo their condemnation i 
chiefly aſcribed to it:“ he that believeth not is con- 
« demned already,” and the reaſon given is, „ Br- 
c cAUSE he hath not believed in the name of the 


&« demnation, i. e. the chief cauſe of condemnation, 
te that light is come into the world, and men loved 


« darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deed: 
„% were evil.” 


I have now finiſhed what I propoſed, and (hall 
1. If he that believeth ſhall be ſaved, and if he 


concerns all to take heed what they believe, or re- 
ceive as goſpel; and the more fo, as many falſe 

teachers 
„ Heb, ul. 6. v Phil. i. 17. Eph. v. 10. Heb, xiii, 16, 


1 John iii. 22. q Luke xiv. 13. Gal. vi. 9. 
Mat. xv. 23, 34, 36> 36. 


through Y 
e reſur. 3 


Concluſions £5 


chers have gone out into the world who bring not 
2 apoſtolic doctrine, but on the contrary make light 
it; declare that the belief of it is of little conſe- 
Pence, and even deny that true faith is a duty, whilſt 


is God ˖ ey deceive and amuſe their hearers with ſomething 
5 and Ac, which can neither be termed law nor goſpel, 
of God "With nor practice. . 
yet it 2. It alſo highly concerns every man to examine 
of their f I hecher he himſelf really believes the goſpel ; for if 
nere dis is not the caſe, he has not as yet any intereſt 
ned, buf i the promiſe of ſalvation, but lies expoſed to the 
ſhews ; Þ threatened condemnation.. I admit, that when a * 


the Juſt 1 1 
ure ina 


J's law, 


in that 


he moſt 
ation is 
is con- 
Cc BF. 
of the. 
ae con- 
nation, 
1 loved 


deed: 
d (hall 


if he 
highly 
Or re- 
falſe 
achers 
xiii. 16. 
1. vi. LY 


an believes the word, he will experience immediate 
ace and joy in. what he believes, and muſt have a 
preſent conſciouſneſs that he does ſo; but though this 


zj an evidence in a man's conſcience ſo far as it goes, 
get it does not diſtinguiſh his faith from that of the 
Ds hearers; of whom it is ſaid, that they 
Execeive the word with oy, and for a while believe, 
but in time of temptation fall away r; and therefore 
bmething more than this is neceſſary to prove that 
he really knows and believes the truth as it is in 
Ecſus. Accordingly the ſcripture directs profcfiors-- 
Eto try their faith by its ec on their hearts and 
res. True faith: purifieth the heart, worketh by | 
Elove, overcometh the world, and produceth good 
Works, particularly the beneficent works of love to 
he brethren * z by theſe things believers know that 
ey are of the truth, and have paſſed from death 
Ebato life, and without them all pretenſions to faith 
Pre vain u. True faith is alſo permanent; ſor to be- 
eve unto the ſaving of the ſoul, is oppoled to drawing: 
3 | hs | back 
s Acts xy 9. Gal. v. 6. 
t John iii. 14, 18, 19, 
* Heb. x. 39. | | 


7 Mat. xiii. 20, 21. Luke viii, 13. 
chm v. 4. James ii. 14, 23. 
s Lt 1. Jahn 11. 43 9. ch. ili. 1 ” 
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back unto perdition *. The ſcripture ſpeaks not 
of one act of faith ſecuring a perſon's ſtate for ere L 
but urges believers to hold faſt the faith v, caution 
them againſt apoſtacy *, makes former attainmes 
only an aggravation of guilt in ſuch as draw W. 
and declares that it is he who endureth unto the af 1 
that ſhall finally be ſaved d. The elect indeed sid 
obtaln eternal life, being kept by the power of of 4 
unto ſalvation; but then he keeps them ret "lp 
 faithe. He hath from the beginning choſen the 
unto ſalvation ; but it is through ſanttification ff 
Spirit, and belief of the truth d. So that no man jt 
have any preſent evidence of his own. election a g 
final ſalvation, but in fo far as he is holding faſt if . 


Are 


bas 


KC > 0 . . VL 
faith of the goſpel, and bringing forth its fruits. 

1 Cl. ii, 6, 7. Heb. x. 23. 2 Rom, xi. 20, 23. Heb. iii, 1 
ch. iv. 1. ch. xii. 25, a Heb, vi. 4, 7. cb. x. 26, 
Pet. if. 20, 11. b Mat. xxiv. 13, Rev. il. T. 
1 Pet. i. . d Theſſ. ii. 13, 14. | = 
} 40 
| is 1 
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N 2 HE foregoing diſcourſe was partly occaſioned 
er of G. | by a Sermon On the Faith of the operation 
mn thr: I $f God,” preached and publiſhed by Mr. S. Bar- 
n the {2 ard, at Hull; and as I then made a few public ani- 
tion of tf Hadverſions upon that Sermon, I fhall here ſubjoin 
. 1 e ſubſtance of them by way of Appendix. 

n 4 The title of it is taken from Col. ii. 12. where 
me apoſtle is ſpeaking of believers being riſen 


” 
wo 4 1 ith Chriſt through the belief of God's operation 
1 7 energy which raiſed him from the dead; but as 
Heb. iii, 1; 1 r. B. denies that true faith is a believing in the 
we 26:4 Heart that God raiſed Chriſt from the dead a, fo 


Rev, ii 
| 2 this title has not the leaſt affinity with his Sermon. 


Ihe fext is from Gal. ii. 20.“ And the life which 
% now live in the fleſh I live by the faith of the 
4 Son of God,” Sc. The faith of the Son of God 
| is the belief of what the goſpel teſtifies concerning 
him, and here it particularly ſignfies a belief that 
the work finiſhed by the Son of God, in his death 
and reſurrection, is alone ſufficient to juſtify the 
| guilty without the works of the law, (ſee ver. 16, 21.) 
N.D 1 lor it is oppoſed to the doctrine of the Jucaiters, and 
= is the faith by which the juſt live, Rom. 1. 17. Gal. 
m. 11. But as this does not ſuit our aer 8 deſign, 
ſo his text is very ill choſen. 
In his ſecond general head of diſcourſe % propo- 
ſes to ſpeak, firfl, Of the Ess EN E of faith, and 
| /econdly, Of its ACTINGS d. 
2 Page 25, d P. 2. . 


following, vis. © For as it allows the conſideration of no office in . 
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As to its Eſence, after having ſhewn that it 
not © a belief of the truth of divine revelation, ar 1 
the doctrines that it contains *,” he deſcribes it to hy Y 
« A fpiritual bleſſing treaſured up in Chriſt- 
e gift of God—a fruit of the Spirit—of the opcr 
& tion of God—the faith of God's elect—an inwar! "4 
ce principle in the ſoul—of an abiding nature ;” ani 
at laſt ſums up the whole in this, “That the Et 
& of faith is a GRACE OF THE SPIRIT, which ha 
ce its being or dwelling in the Chriſtian's heart ©.” f I 

Not to mention his miſtakes as to the ſenſe of u 
rious texts which he quotes, I ſhall juſt obſer I ; 
—1- That none of the things above-mention:4 I 

no 


48 


In ſupport of this he produces Dr. Owen, who ſays, &« Of 217 
& the poifon which at this day is &fluffd in the minds of men, : 
* corrupting them from the myſtery of the goſpel, there is no pa 
that is more pernicious than this one perverſe imagination, that \ { 
« to believe in Chriſt is nothing: at all but to believe the doctrine 
of the goſpel, which yet we grant is included therein.” In ju. 
tice to the Doctor he ſhould have quoted the words immediatcy ME 


- 


* him but that of a prophet, and that not as veſted and exerciſed 
& in his divine Perſon, 10 it utterly overthrows the whole foundation 
* of the relation of the church unto him, and ſalvation by him.” 
On the Perſon of Chrift, ch. x. p. 79. He is evidently oppoſing tie 
Socinians, who'believe Chrift to be only a Prophet, and deny lt 
divinity and atonement, It muſt be owned, however, that hc en * 
preſſes himſelf rather inaccurately here; for it ſuppoſes that men 

may believe the doctrine of the goſpel, and yet deny theſe points, 
or, in other words, that theſe points are not contained in the oo 
pel. The Doctor was very far from being of. this opinion. He 
well knew that not oniy Chriſt's divinity, atonement, and King/y 9fjt% 
but every thing elſe pertaining to him as the object of faith, are all 
<ontained.in the doctrine of the goſpel; and he had no notion that 
faith is a belief of any thing which is not revealed. Mr. B. there 
fore, has only culled out an inaccurate expreſſion as pertinent to li 


Purpoſe, 


Pages 8, 9, 10. 
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es it to b | 
Ki 2 >: and fo can never diſtinguiſh the eſſence of faith 
he opera . rom that of hope, love, joy, 
in inwarlfl g 


1 eans of begetting faith (Rom. x. 17. James i. 
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arte.” 
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entioned, us 


nat edge of the truth. He deſcribes faith to Ge © a in- 


ard principle in the ſoul;“ but has left us entirely | 
s, © Of auß 
ds. of me a 5 
; 3 * ſo much as informed us whether it be a /ent1ment or a 
ation, nal N/betion. It is pretty evident, however, that by 
this 7nward principle in the foul, he does not mean 
In ae the truth, or word of Chriſt dwelling there; for 
nmediatchf 


he doctrine 
In jub 


10 office in 
d exerciſed 


foundation Fa 


[ of Judas, of Simon Magus, and of devils, and ſays, 


| 4 This is not the faith with which I have at this 
d deny lis 


1 by him.“ 
opoſing the 
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þ Pr all of them put together, give the leaſt idea of 


e eſence or nature of faith, they being ſuch things 
will apply equally to every other fruit of the Spi- 


humility, Oe. 
e takes no notice of the word of God as the” 


1 FE 
. 


8.), and without which it cannot fo much as exiſt; 


vhich haf 1 Pat ſpeaks of it as the effect of ſome operation of 


Bod upon the heart in an abſtract view, which cen- 
$cys the idea of ſome phyſical or mechanical opera- 


obſerve Þ bon upon the mind, as if it were matter, inſtead of a 


Foiritual or moral influence communicating the know- 


n the dark as to what this principle is; he has not 


g. He denies that true faith is © a belief of the truth 
. of divine revelation, and the doctrines that it con- 
* tains.” This he terms a hi/torical faith, the faith + 


time to do d.“ His faith, therefore, what- 


. it be, has. no dependence on the doctrine 


F the golpel, but can- ſtand without it; for he 
an treat of it at large without having any thing to 


ao with the. faith of this doctrine, unleſs it be to re- 
Erroach it as the faith of wicked men and devils! 
He indeed admits, that a belief of the doctrine of re- 


Þclation 3 is included in true faith, “but poſitively de- 
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cc nies that true faith is included in this e.“ 80 tal 
though he condeſcends, by way of conceſſion, to in | 
clude a belief of the doctrines of revelation in true 3 
faith, yet it occupies ſuch an obſcure corner of h 
and is of fo little conſequence in his eſtimation, f . ? 1 
he ſcarce thinks it worth while to mention it inf f 
his definition of faith. It follows, therefore, tha, 
the faith he contends for is not only ſomething more 
than belizf, but ſomething which has more than | 
welation for its object, or all the doctrines contained 
in it; and that herein lies its excellency and ſaving i 
nature, whereby it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from the faith % 
of hypocrites and devils. in! 
This is a moſt dangerous doctrine, and its dired for 
tendency is to make men undervalue the goſpel, and] bis 
all it reveals, as of ſmall conſequence to their {alva- 0 
tion, and leads them to ſeek for a foundation of hope is 
from ſome operation within them diſtin from the w. 
influence of the' truth, or ſome myſtical principle ET! 
wrought in their hearts by a ſpirit which does not I Je 
ſpeak in the ſcriptures. Aby 
Thus while he ſets aſide the belief of the truih C 
- which the apoſtles once thought to be true faith, Ned 
2 Theſſ. ii. 13. and depreciates 7he truth itſelf as too 
narrow a foundation for faith, he gives us nothing 
ia exchange but ſome empty unintelligible ſounds a- N oi 
bout a grace of the Spirit, an inwerd principle ro 
grace wrought in the foul, &c. which has no rela- Ft 
tion to the coſpel or its effects upon the heart by the 
Spirit of the truth. ft 
He proceeds next to ſpeak of what he calls the WI 
-a7ings of faith in the ſoul, and ſays, “ It purifics U 
'* the heart —ſanctilies— works by love -overcometh it 
| h 5 the 
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than 5. 45 ery paſſages which he cites. 


contained} b the faith of the goſpel which Peter preached to 
ad ſaving 1 


the faith ear, Acts xv. 7, 9. 
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Hut none of theſe effects are produced by any 
N "yr of faith or principle in the heart beſides the be- 
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Accordingly theſe 


This is evident from the 
For inſtance, it was 


heart through the Spirit. 


ornelius and his houſe, that God purified their 
It is through faith that is 
in Chriſt Jeſus that men are /andfifred, Acts xxvi. 18. 


2 God ſanctifies them through the truth, which is 
his word, John xvii. 17. 
goſpel which eworketh by love, Gal. v. 6.; for it 
is only herein we perceive the love of Chriſt, 
which conſtrains. us to this, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15.— 
UT he faith that overcomes the avorld is the belief that 
© Jeſus is the Son of God, 1 John v. 5.—The faith 
by which the juſt Jive, is the faith of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, wherein the rightcouſnets of God is reveal- 
ed from faith to faith, Rom. ii. 16, 17. It is the 
vord of the truth of the goſpel which bringeth fort'> 
fruit in all them that believe it, and know the grace 
of God in truth, Col. i. 5, 6. And it is to the belict 
of the goſpel that the promiſe of ſalvation is made, 
as has already been ſhown at large. 


It is the belief of the 


In order to ſhe that the belief of the truth is of 


| ſmall avail, he frequently mentions the faith of 
| Judas, of Simon Magus, and of devils s. 
| told him that Judas believed? The ſcripture ſeems ta 
intimate the contrary, John vi. 64, 71. 
| of Simon Magus muſt have been eſſentially defec- 


But who 
The fairh 


E 2 


Pages to, 17, 12, 13, s Pages 13, 14, 18. 
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notion of faith leads him to this concluſion, as oe t 


for is not a duty (which I ſhall not diſpute) the ſole ¶ pe 


ſufficiently proved, that true faith is the indiſpenſi- 
ble duty of all who hear the goſpel. But let us at- 
tend to his reaſoning. 
y Faith, he ſays, is not a duty, firſt, ce becauſe it is no 
tc NATURAL PRINCIPLE, and, ſecondly, becauſe it is 
0 not required by. the MORAL LAW.“ 1. He ſays, i: 
is no natural principle,“ for Adam had it not as our 
F* repreſentarive, and ſo God has no right to de- 
F mand it. Therefore faith cannot be the duty cf 
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tive. and partial when he thought the gift of cul 5 
might be purchaſed with money, Acts viii. 20. Ia. 
deed ſuch a thought was altogether inconſiſtent with 
any juſt view of the goſpel at all. As to devils, the. 4 
goſpel bears no ſaving aſpect to them, but the cou. 9 o 


trary, nor was it ever preached to them for the obe.Þ@ 1 


dience of faith; ſo that whatever we may ſuppoſrÞ@el 
they believe, they are altogether out of the queſtion; t 
beſides, in ſuch circumſtances, their belief muſt pro- 
duce in them effects diametrically. oppolite to chose = It 
of ſaving. faith. 1 

He proceeds next to inquire, whether that faith IÞ 9 
which is of the operation of God be the DuTyY of > 
all thoſe who live under the goſpel diſpenſation b. 

Though neither his text nor any other portion of 
ſcripture could ever lead him to queſtion that faith 
is a duty, yet more than one half of his Sermon ß 
taken up in an attempt to ſhow that it is not. Hi: 


error introduces another. If the faith he contends I 


reaſon muſt be this, that it is not true faith, or the . 
ſaith which the goſpel requires. This therefore is 1 [ 
concluſive argument againſt it, for I have already We" 


1 (e any 
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of Gol any natural man, unleſs it be his duty to have 
20. In. what he never poſſeſſed, either in his own perſon, 
ent with ; 0 or in the perſon of his repreſentative.“ This is the 
levils, the. Pbſtance of his firſt argument i, which takes up a- 
the con-. out five pages, and is interſperſed with a number 
the obe. F unſcriptural ſentiments which I have not time at 
y ſuppoſe preſent to refute, and ſhall therefore confine myſelf 
queſtion; t b the point in hand. | S 
mult pro- Though true faith is not a natural principle, but 95 
to thoſe |S founded on ſupernatural revelation, yet it is cer- 
inly the duty of all to whom that revelation comes, ” 
that faith ke Adam was not bound to believe what was 
>UTY of Þ got revealed to him, and what he ſtood in no need 
tion h. ö f while he continued innocent; yet as ſoon as the 
ortion of promiſe of Chriſt was made, he was ſurely bound 
hat faith Jo believe it, and ſo were all thoſe who were favour- 
ermon i; id with that revelation ; for to affirm that God 
ot. Hi: gl not to be believed, is downright blaſphemy, > 
, as oz: 1 is therefore the duty of a natural man to have 
contends bat he never poſſeſſed before, either in his own | 
the ſole perſon, or in the perſon of Adam, his repreſentative, 
» or e the While he ſtood in innocence. 
fore is 2 : 2. His next argument againſt faith being. a duty i is, N 
already 4 It was not required in the moral law; for the 
liſpenſi- law is not of faith, neither is faith of the law, o- 
I therwiſe it would be a work, but no work is con- 


1 nected with ſalvation . 
Io this I anſwer, © though the law is not of faith. *. 
N * 


0 but, The man that doeth them ſhall live in them. 


{ Gal. iii. 12. yet it was given to God's ancient church 
f i a ſubſerviency to the goſpel, verſes 19, 21, 24. 

Fand it was the duty of Iſrael, to whom that law was 
Niren, to believe in the Meſſiah to come, accor ding 
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to the revelation they had of him by types and pr 


goſpel to believe on Chriſt. 


for as Adam in innocency had not the external 1. 
velation of the goſpel, and as the moral law does nd 
expreſsly enjoin the belief of it, how, upon his pris 
Liples, can men be obliged to believe that extern 
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miſes. Accordingly, they are blamed for not doin 3 
fo, Rom. x. 16, 21. and were at laſt broken off throug F 
unbelief, chap. xi. 20. E 
Apain, if the moral law does not expre'sly requi bs 
faith in Chriſt, the goſpel evidently :/oes. God no, 
commandeth all men every where to repent and be 
lieve the goſpel, Acts xvii. 30. ch. xx. 21. ch. x 
20. The numerous univerſal calls to this purpoſt 3 
clearly prove it to be the duty of all who hear 


He admits, that “all men are obliged to belien 
* according to the revelation made to them If tl; 
« revelation be external only, which lies in the ou 
« ward miniſtry of the word, declaring in gener 
ce ſuch things as relate to the perſon and office ; 
« Chriſt—theſe things all men who live under . 
« goſpel diſpenſation are obliged to give credit ſh 
« upon the evidence which they bring with then 
* and if they do not, they are culpable, and are oÞfs « 


far puniſhable !.? 3 
This conceſſion overthrows his former argument a 


revelation ? Error is always inconſiſtent, 

Yet he maintains, that neither the external revell. 
tion of the goſpel nor the belief of it, are of any gre 
Gs wi as to ſalvation; and that men are oblige 
to believe the goſpel only biflprically, as Judas it 
Simon Magus did, but not with a rue faith unto thi 
zaving of the ſoul”, That is, in pt Engliſh, it 


+4 


av 
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X he duty of men to believe and be damned, but not 
not doin 15 o believe and be ſaved 

Hthrougt 4 He thinks very little of the external revelation of 
Ine goſpel in compariſon of his inward principle; yet 


s and pr 


'sly requi here is no true goſpel but what is held forth exter- 

God noi . When men believe that, then the word of 
nt and be faith which the apoſtles preached is in their heart 
„ch. xxvi 2 it; for no man can believe externally, 
is purpoſe Every man is commanded to believe the external re- 
> hear tif &clation of the goſpel with an internal belief unto the 


Ms. ing of his ſoul, Acts xvi. 31. Rom K. 8, 9. The 

to bela Spirit's work is to make men perceive and believe _ 
m— It t Ne external revelation, and that only; and when they © 
n the ou do believe it, their hope and joy ariſes from what 
in gener they diſcover without them; though it is by means | 


] office 9 + of that diſcovery that God worketh in them that 


under th which is well pleaſing in his ſight. 
credit tot He affirms, that “the want of true faith is no 
vith the © more 1 inful, than it is ſinful in a criminal going to 1 


and are þ : „ the gallows that he has not the Ling pardons 


e which the king was not obliged to grant.” Vet 


rgumentyM a little below he admits, that *g men will be puniſhed 
ternal f © at the laſt day for their practical unbelief and con- 


w does nd 
n his pria 
t extern 


. e tempt of the goſpel, and of Chriſt therein revealed 
as God's way of ſalvation *." | 
© This appears to me a flat contradiction; for if the 


TR OT !:. —— ATTN 
, | 


want of faith be not ſinful, how can unbelief (which 
nal revs 3 is the ſame thing) be puniſbable? He conſiders faith N 
any gren | in the ſame light with divine pardon, and thereby | 
re obligeſ makes it an act of God; but faith, though the gift 


Judas ali of God, is zhe belief of the human Zeart ; a matter of 
h unto te exhortation, and therefore duty, and the want of it 


gliſh, it 7 in; whereas pardon is an ad of Goa Wit out us, his 
ſole 
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{ole prerogative, and therefore not our duty. Fail 
is his command, but pardon is his promiſe. 1 6 a 
% No man (he ſays) will be damned for the wan 

© of faith as a principle of grace, which he ner 
« had®,” This flatly contradicts the word of God 
which declares, that men ſhall be damned, gx. * 
c CAUSE they received not the love of the truu pe 
1 © that they might be ſaved,” 2 Theſſ. ii. 10. Doss c 
I  { not receiving the love of the truth import true faith? % | 
1 and is not the want of this aſſigned as the cauſe I e 
damnation ? 1 
I ſhall juſt notice one thing more and have done: 2 
He fays, „God does not /e, holy principles, bu 
give them?,” Now from this it follows, that nei. 
ther faith nor op other holy principle are duties, tor Þ 
what God does not ſeek or require can be no duty. 
This is both a falſe and moſt dangerous ſentiment t 
It is falſe, for the unbelieving Jews are exhortelet 1 
thus,“ Repent and be converted, that your ſins maj 
« be blotted out,” &&c. Acts iii. 19. Do not rt 
pentance and converſion include holy principles? And 
does not God here require theſe of men who were 
yet in a natural Nate ? And if ſo, muſt it not be their 
duty to have them, and their fin to want them? 'Thi: 
is alſo plain from the exhortation to Simon Magus, 
chap. viii. 22. and indeed from all the command: 
and calls to faith and repentance which are addreſſed 
to unconverted perſons throughout the whole word 
of God. If therefore, God commands and calls men 
11 who are yet in a natural ſtate to believe, repent and 
be converted, theſe things muſt certainly be the duty 
of ſuch; and they are not the leſs fo that they ale 
the 


® Page 27, Þ Ibid, 
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ty. Pai 1 1} he gifts of God; for the ſame things, under diffe= 
eat views, are both God's gifis and mens duty. It 

r the Wang s God's work to be/toxv faith and repentance ; but it * 
1 he nere is mens duty in obedience to God to believe and re- x 
d of God, 1. ent. God in beſtowing theſe, makes men only to 
ed, f.] ee things as they “gt, and to be affected and diſ- 
the truth Ws as they ought. He may do this or not, ac- 
o. Doe cording to his ſovereign good pleaſure, but mens 06- 
rue fail ligation remains ſtill the ſame whether they will hear, 

e cauſe or whether they will forbear; and the goſpel reve- 
lation leaves them without excuſe, John xv. 22, 23, 
ave done: P 24. It is falſe therefore to affirm, that © God does 
iples, bit * not ſee, or require holy principles;“ and it is alſo 
that ne. a very dangerous ſentiment, as it tends go. 
Inties ; for harden men in their unbelief and impetRtency, to ſtifle 
> no duty. I all conviction of ſin upon that head, and to furniſh 
ſentiment them with an impious reply againſt God, Rom. ix. 
exhorted 19, 20. 

ſins ma 1 might take notice of ſeveral other erroneous ſen- 
o not „ tinents in this Sermon, and in two of his other print- 
les? And ed diſcourſes, one entitled, “The fruits and effects 
vho were © of God's love,” the other © An Exhortation to 
t be ther © conſideration;ꝰ but this would lead me into a very 
em? This | large field; for the greater part of his ſyſtem of 
: Magn | doftrine would require to be rectified, 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


' THOUGH the title: page mentions Tavs Diſcour/.:, 


was preached from John ii. 23, 24, 2 5. and the ſub. 


on Mr. Barnard's Sermon made part of the firſt Dil. 


p bs . i ( 
3 5 1 
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yet they are not here printed ſeparately as they wer: 
delivered, but thrown into one. The fecond Diſcourſe 


ſtance of it-is to be found page 29—24. The StriQturez 


- courſe ; but here they are publiſhed by way of Appen. 
dix. As my original notes were exceedingly ſhort, it 
cannot be expetted that, after the elapſe of ſevera| 
months, I ſhould recolle& every ſentence and-exprel- 
ion which I then uttered ; but I am pretty conſ den: 
that in the foregoing pages nothing material is omit. 
tcted, and on {ome particulars I have rather enlarged. 
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